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Abstract

This article focuses on how the Qin family in Chenhang used different strategies to
cope with local political competitions and maintain their dominance over the Pudong
society, from the Taiping Civil War to the Xinhai Revolution. The Qin family obtained
military and financial power over the Pudong society, through the 1860 Charter of
Militia (Tuanlian Zhangcheng). After the Taiping Civil War, they flexibly manipulated a
commonly accepted language, i.e., the local religious tradition, to deal with the dispute
over the Shanghai City God Temple. They formed alliances with different local forces,
and produced a symbolic system, which crossed the line between urban and rural.

Before 1890, they maintained their dominance over the Pudong society. But in the
state-making process of modern China, the local strongmen's forces, which could not
participate in local politics before, appeared in the local arena as entrepreneurial
brokers, by joining the state’s grassroots institutions like the Salt Revenue Cutter
Service (Yanbuying). The discourse system that local elites once used to maintain their
dominance in late imperial China, was unable to cope with the competition for real
profit. New local political participation methods, and the increasingly harsh local
political competitions, broke the local elites” dominance over the Pudong society, which
they obtained since the Taiping Civil War. Local actors crossed the border between
different regulatory spaces, like urban and rural, legal and illegal, when they competed
for resources, profits and power. Finally, violence became a new method for local elites

to maintain their dominance.

Keywords: Shanghai, Smuggle, the City God Temple, the Diligence Teaching
Institution (Keginyuan), the Qin family in Chenhang
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