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ERE

Local self-governing bodies not only handle local affairs within their jurisdiction but
also have the need to cooperate with other local self-governing bodies for various reasons.
The research topic of this paper is to explore the regulations in the current laws of our
country regarding cooperative collaboration between local self-governing bodies, identify
ambiguities and deficiencies in the current regulations, and propose ways to improve the

relevant legal framework in our country.

Firstly, this paper categorizes the regulations related to cooperation between local
self-governing bodies in our current laws into three levels: the Constitution, acts and
regulations, and self-government laws and regulations. It analyzes the applicability of
each regulation and systematically examines the regulatory contents of various stages of
cooperation between local self-governing bodies from three perspectives: "relationships

between participating local self-governing bodies," "relationships between collaborating
bodies and central/superior local self-governing bodies,” and "role allocation among
administrative and legislative bodies and local residents within individual collaborating

bodies.” The paper also presents its own interpretation of ambiguities in the existing

regulations and points out the deficiencies in the current regulatory design.

Next, this paper selects Japan as a reference for legal comparison. Inter-municipal
cooperation in Japan has a long history and has accumulated rich case examples. The
regulations on inter-municipal cooperation in Japan are mainly concentrated in the Local
Autonomy Act, which stipulates seven cooperation methods: partial operating unions,
regional unions, jointly established institutions, councils, entrusted affairs,
substitutionary execution of affairs, and cooperation agreements. This paper provides a

detailed explanation of the regulatory contents and operational methods of these seven
vV
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cooperation methods. It analyzes how Japanese law regulates each method from the three

aforementioned perspectives and examines relevant judicial decisions.

Finally, based on the discussions in the previous sections, this paper proposes
legislative recommendations for the legal framework of inter-municipal cooperation
among local self-governing bodies in our country. These recommendations include
modifying the regulatory framework into a "toolbox" format, introducing purpose-based
public law associations as a cooperative method, adopting regulations as the fundamental
decision-making framework for cooperation, comprehensively amending the provisions
of local autonomy supervision and administrative litigation laws based on the
characteristics of local autonomy cooperation, and designing individual cooperation
methods considering decision-making efficiency, stability, and the principle of resident

autonomy.

Key words: Local self-government, Local Government Act, Cooperative relationship,

Regional partnership, Cooperation autonomy.
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