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ABSTRACT
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This thesis delves into the examination of the adjustment of the selection method
of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) in local elections, with a particular focus on
the period since 2010. During this time, the DPP has implemented the poll as the
primary means of selecting candidates in local elections. However, it is observed that
the DPP has consistently customized the selection method for each local election since
2010, deviating from the original selection method. Notably, the process of selecting
mayoral candidates has become increasingly centralized, relying heavily on
negotiations and appointments. This centralization of power within the DPP is
exemplified by the growing authority of Tsai Ing-Wen, the party's chairperson.

In Taiwan, the ruling party has witnessed a trend of party presidentialization,
wherein the chairperson acquires greater power within the party. Since 2020, the global
community has been grappling with the Covid-19 pandemic, and the DPP has
capitalized on various elections held during this period. This thesis posits that the
chairperson of the DPP, building upon the foundations of party presidentialization, has
further enhanced their influence as a result of the pandemic and the subsequent electoral

activities.
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Research findings highlight the concentration of power in the DPP's chairperson
during Tsai Ing-Wen's tenure. This centralization encompasses aspects such as the
nomination of legislators-at-large, a reduction in the frequency of primary elections,
and the implementation of specific rules that exclude qualified candidates from
participating in primary elections. The adjustment of the customized selection method
is an outcome of the interplay between different factions within the DPP, although these
factions are themselves constrained by the overarching influence of party
presidentialization.

Furthermore, research reveals that the concept of "intra-party democracy" within
the DPP is divided into two main approaches. The first approach emphasizes the
procedural aspects of decision-making, while the second places greater emphasis on the

inclusiveness of primary elections.
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