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Abstract

Festivals converge specific time, space and people. Emerging festivals play
multiple roles: consolidating groups, enhancing local identity, raising local reputation,
upgrading living qualities, increasing income, raising the profile of a place and
promoting tourism. Such attributes of festivals attract great attentions from
policymakers and regional planners. The increasing number of emerging festivals can
be defined as history rediscovered, or invented, responding to massive social, political
and economical changes. However, based on managerial and economic purposes,
contemporary arguments hold emerging festivals more as political or utilitarian efforts,
such arguments simplified festivals as tools, without truly exploring the festivals per se.
There are very few literatures eéxamined the historical context of emerging festivals, and

the conflicts and overall effects among the-actors who are involved in festivals are also

4 Dt

ignored.

This research takes Hsinpl; Perlsimm(.)n-Cake Festival as a case, which lasts for
more than a decade. We focused on the contexts, conditions and modes of massive
emerging festivals. The approaches are of qualification, including content-analysis,
context-analysis and in-depth interview. Besides discovering the context of Hsinpu
Persimmon-Cake Festival, this study also explores how different actors construct the

festival and its cultural meaning.

The case study of Hsinpu Persimmon-Cake Festival, reveals that historical events
and mass media exposure have built the reputation of the festival, and media, as a
cultural intermediaries, shapes people’s imagination of the festival. Secondly, the
authorities concerned intentionally construct two dimensions of the festival - namely,

the visual and the atmosphere. Thirdly, when multiple actors are involved, differences in
VI



their needs and concerns will complicate the facade of the festival, reflecting the fact
that localised festivals generally lack powerful leadership. Fourthly, overemphasis on
the economical benefits would harm the bond between festivals and local, and therefore

dries out its life.

Keywords: festivals, emerging festivals, the tourist gaze, cultural intermediaries, Hsinpu
Persimmon-Cake Festival
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