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ABSTRACT

Previous studies have mainly focused on diachronic changes in the words/verbs
used for chi "eat" and he "drink"; however, little work has been done to compare the
usage difference between Taiwan and China. To remedy this gap the present study
quantitatively analyzes the differences in the contemporary usage of the verbs "chi" and
"he" between Taiwan and China, and the factors affecting their usage. Three factors
were included to examine their influences on the choice of the two verbs: regional
dialect, physical form of the food, and the shape of food container. Forty-one food items
were selected to examine the usages in four regions: north of China, south of China,
north of Taiwan, and south of Taiwan. Nine out of the 41 food items often placed in
different containers in daily life were selected to examine the influence of container on
the usage of "chi" or "he". A total of 231 valid questionnaires were returned, and 107
of them were randomly selected for Chi-square test analysis based on the participants'
residence and regional dialect. 15 food items reached with significant differences.
Results indicate that the choice between "chi" and "he" verbs was influenced by
regional dialects. In the northern Chinese dialects, the verb with the meaning of eating
is "chi", and the meaning of drinking is "he". Therefore "chi" is always used for solid
food, and "he" for semi-fluid food, liquid food, and soup. In contrast, "chi" is used for
semi-fluid food, liquid food, and soup with large ingredients in southern China because
"chi" has the meaning of both eating and drinking in southern Chinese dialects. Taiwan
Mandarin is influenced by Taiwanese, one of the Southern dialects; consequently, "chi"
also has the meaning of drinking. Therefore, the usage of "chi" and "he" in Taiwan
Mandarin is similar to that in southern dialects. In addition, people live in Northern
Taiwan are influenced by the shape of food containers. It was found that this might be

related to the marketing strategy of convenience stores, which often launch new
ii
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products in different shape of food containers. Therefore, food container may also affect

northern Taiwan speakers’ usage of "chi" and " he".

Keywords: eat, drink, Taiwan-China differences, regional dialect, shape of food

container
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