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Abstract

In the relevant extant domestic studies, most focused on married immigrants, and
rarely paid attention to divorced immigrants. Furthermore, it is necessary to consider
that different countries have different cultures, values, and marital contexts. Therefore,
the participants of this study are Vietnamese female immigrants who have experienced
divorce. This study focuses on understanding the divorce experience of Vietnamese
immigrant women living in Taiwan, their considerations during divorce, and their daily
life experiences in Taiwan after their divorce ; it aims to enrich the life images of them
living in Taiwan after divorcing, and to explore their situation in Taiwanese society.

This study adopts the narrative method. Through purpose sampling, a total of 6
Vietnamese immigrant women (who have been divorced from their Taiwanese ex-
husbands for more than two years and continue to live in Taiwan after their divorce)
were invited to participate in in-depth interviews ; their life stories were then organized
and presented individually according to the time series of their marriage history.

The results of this study are divided into four parts: (1) The context of Vietnamese
married immigrant women heading for divorce, including the marital life situations
leading to divorce, the situations triggering divorce actions, and the divorce process,
respectively. (2) The considerations of Vietnamese immigrant women choosing to
continue living in Taiwan after their divorce include: (a) they are responsible for their
own marriage choice and life, (b) they accompany their children to continue living in a
familiar environment, (c) the social welfare system in Taiwan is more complete than
that in Vietnam, and (d) they don't want to let their Vietnamese family to worry. (3) It
depicts what the living conditions of Vietnamese immigrant women in Taiwan after
their divorce look like: they have to work more for economic self-reliance. At the same
time, they still need to consider the time it takes to care for their children. At this time,

if they can use social resources in a timely manner, they can greatly reduce the pressure
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of life they face. However, most of them aren’t aware of the available social resources
and rely heavily on information transmission between social networks. Nevertheless,
after divorce, the social support network for them is narrow and limited, and they also
reduce time and effort in expanding the social support network because of work.
Thereupon they may miss the opportunity to receive information and fall into a cycle
of poverty. Continuing, although the divorced Vietnamese immigrant women mostly
keep in contact with their ex-husband’s family because of the expectation of peaceful
coexistence, and also maintain a close and estranged relationship with their Vietnam
family, they still mainly bear the responsibility of motherhood and the pain of living
life alone. But even if they sacrifice themselves, they still can't escape the guilt of
separated children. Finally, when the divorced Vietnamese immigrant women
successfully adjust to the pain of life and overcome the challenges, they not only feel
the joy in yearning for a free life, but also improve their abilities based on accumulated
experience; at the same time they are more confident to face their future life. (4) It
depicts what the social atmosphere and speech acts of divorced Vietnamese immigrant
women present in Taiwanese society: Vietnamese divorced immigrant women usually
just simply greet neighbors or unfamiliar people. Therefore, most of their experience in
getting along is peaceful, but occasionally they still receive negative comments.

Based on the results, we suggest: (1) strengthening the information integration,
comprehension and delivery of social resources, (2) unifying the instructions of the
social assistance application documents and informing the remedies, (3) establishing a
friendly accepting social environment, and (4) reminding practitioners: requiring

cultural sensitivity and understanding the resources of diverse fields.

Keywords: Taiwan-Vietnam transnational marriage, Vietnamese divorced immigrant

women, independent life, social situation
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