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Abstract

Shizue Masugi was raised in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period. She published a great
many literary works on Japanese females under the historical background of the Japanese colonial
period from 1920 to 1940 in Taiwan. Therefore, the present study put focus on the female image in
Masugi’s works and delved into women’s roles from the lens of the female ego to examine whether
the women depicted in her works lived up to the gender role, popped out of the sexual frame, or
abandoned themselves to fulfil the society’s expectations. From doing so, the female figures’ attitudes
portrayed by Masugi could be clearly observed when they were faced with difficulties, such as the
challenges of love, marriage, and life.

The procedures of conducting the present study can be divided into the following three steps.
First and foremost, chapter one focused on the four I-novels: Ekicyonowagakitsuma, Ikyonohaka,
Namponohaka, and Nankainokioku. the female figures who were struggling for love and marriage
were deeply investigated. Secondly, chapter two focused on an autobiographical work, Musume, to
discuss the intertwining relationship between the mother and the daughter and how Kajiko fought
against her mother and followed her heart. Last but not least, chapter three focused on the lifestyles
of two sisters in two autobiographical works, Hahanokessaku and Ocyu. The two sisters’ thoughts on
romantic relationship and the female image were carefully analyzed.

The results of the analysis mentioned above can be compiled into three points. First, although
the female figures in the four I-novels bore the thought of revolting against thoughts of the
conservative society, they still failed to crack the shackles of the patriarchal society because they were
not financially independent. Second, Kjiko in Musume fought courageously against the marriage
forced by her mother and pursued the ideal lifestyle. Third, in Hahanokessaku and Ocyu, after the
death of the younger sister’s husband, she needed to take care of her children and herself at work
concurrently, displaying the unyielding spirit. On the other hand, the older sister was facing the

fruitless love. Even so, she still did whatever needed to be done for the relationship unconditionally.

Keywords: Shizue Masugi, Female ego, Female image, Patriarchal society, Misogyny
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