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Abstract

In 1949, Shen Cong-Wen gave up his original vocation which was being a literatus
and became an archaeologist. In the same year, Shen attempted suicide; however, he
survived. Because of Shen’s reputation about writing, his attempting suicide may be a
confusing issue. By close reading Shen’s works in 1930’s and 1940’s, this thesis offers a
view of exploring how Shen Cong-Wen was mentally ill and recovered from it. In brief,
Shen’s tragic suicide was caused by his extreme writing experiment began in late 1930’s
and the political pressure from left-wing literati in late 1940’s.

To address this issue, this thesis starts with Shen’s extreme writing experiment. Shen
committed to discover a brand new and more effective writing skill after his “Border
Town " (#145) made achievements. Shen wanted to create a writing style which could
capture the uncertain abstract beauty. However, this experiment about abstract writing
didn’t work well, so Shen’s mental state swung between elation and despair. Alone with
the Second Sino-Japanese War and snowballing Chinese Civil War, Shen’s liberalism was
challenged and his writing experiment was blamed by left-wing literati. At last, through
the mentally i1l and suicide in late 1940’s, Shen transformed his abstract writing style into
‘abstract lyrical’ (Fii 52 HY$71%) which could resolve the conflicts between new nation and

individual.

Keywords: Shen Cong-Wen, modernity, lyrical, divinity, legend of eros, incubus
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