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ABSTRACT

LOSER’S POPULISML
THE ORIGIN OF TAIWANSES POPULIST ATTITUDE
by
Yi-Ping Lin
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Before academia focused on the economic and political consequences of
COVID-19, the rising far-right populism in Western Europe was considered
the worst crisis of the modern liberal democratic order. In terms of scale,
populism also spread across contexts, including the "Han Kuo-Yu
phenomenon" in Taiwan.

From Trump to Han Kuo-Yu, populism has shown its defining trait of
creating atypical electoral results. Electorates affected by populism abandon
their political cleavage in support of populist candidates. This puzzling
phenomenon begs the question of why electorates support populism. In other
words, why and how did populist attitudes occur among the electorates.

Combining existing theories and contemparary methodology of research
on populism, this research takes on two cases of the populist movement in
post-democratic consolidation Taiwan. To find out why Taiwanese

clectorates developed a populist attitude, a machine-learning variable
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selection process is performed on the Asian Barometer Survey (ABS)
database.

This research finds out that, contrary to commonly recognized reasons for
populist support, being electoral losers in the last presidential election is the
best predictor of populist attitude among the Taiwanese voters. This result
indicates dissatisfaction with the electoral system could be the primary
stimuli for populist attitudes. It also means populism in Taiwan is not bound
to particular demographic features or partisanship. This discovery is
innovative not only in the Taiwanese context, for it creates a new theoretical

possibility for future comparative research.
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gl (KRR ) BiR &N B R ERNVEZ AR ? | BIEEFELEE  ZEE AN
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T RES KA AL 30% 49%
35

doi:10.6342/NTU202201312



H— 0.37 0.20
BE— 0.47 0.32
= 0.58 0.16
SREMANE Z BRI 35% 53%

i — 0.04 -0.26

i 0.53 0.36

H = -0.36 0.01
SREMANE Z BRI 48% 50%
BRI F BRI AR 481 220
ENEESEEVLER SN 1176 1039
EE] 29% 18%

HARE AR 1657 1259

ZRAE © ABS 2014, ABS 2018
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W EREAY > HEAAE X BaEg A Ay AlphalE A EHE - (RS ASCRRAE IRV IER b B
fmFEIRidge » HBI(HAL A S EERIEE - A& Estimate Wi AN &EFE  (HRA S FTFEST
HRHEER AT TR » WA TR AREEstimatefR X » HUS 45 R A 2 B A BGEL

fE - Bel% > ReoRR B B0 - RS W A R ] 5- 1 B[] 5-2

43

doi:10.6342/NTU202201312



Degrees of Freedom

4 4 4 4 4 2
| | | | | |

—] MR

------------- R
8_ .......... TS
o

§

| | | | | |
6 5 -4 3 2 -1

log(.)

[5-1 $tHE I AERIER L ERGER

BRIAE ¢ ABS 2014

44

doi:10.6342/NTU202201312



Degrees of Freedom

4 4 4 4 4 4 3
I I | I | | I

------------- g
--------- v B

3
0.110

| | | | | | |
6 5 -4 3 2 1 0

log(.)
52 $HE AR SN ER LRGSR

BRI © ABS 2018

fefE T AER] > &AHSIEARE - SR 2 ST SV B TR Bk - BEER 5
AT B B8 M2 SRS TR i (K - Estimate Rl 5 - FRIE 24D - BEZAEN
FEASLHIBH FCHENE BLPRET B > FAFT °] DUE EIE 5B VU B TR 55 5y E o
AEH T RERE AN Z S PP A IR RIS S A e B R R KR
PELFIR G P HVEZE L -

45

doi:10.6342/NTU202201312



CER S S T U

3~ A

HEAA IR IER B RIS R EAGEE AU » [HERmRE R RE
FERVSRE (S TR T o HSSCREEDIE RSN » M HBE R R T %
WA RS - Boltt > ASCEMEHEEE > 735 A IATERIEE > & DUE SR

R L REA AR B4 2014-1812018-1
20182413 4

R5-1: BB EASE H R RIRTY

» DURIAZE i S B 151 2014-2 61

Model 2014-1

Model 2018-1

Odds-ratio Odds-ratio
IEEFRIN 57 2.68*** 1.99***
(fz=1) (0.00) (0.00)
1.12%** 1.15%**
W AR 24
(0.00) (0.00)
1.21%** 1.10*
[ EHELGEE
(0.00) (0.02)
1.26*** 0.91
sEHEEZR
(0.00) (0.19)

SREH ¢ p<l; *:p<05; **: p<01; ***: p<0.001

ERIAE © ABS 2014, ABS 2018
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RS2 ¢ BV ERSE TR RIR AR A

Model 2014-2

Model 2018-2

Odds-ratio Odds-ratio
15 Bl 57 2.68%** 2.14%**
(#i5E=1) (0.00) (0.00)
1.16%** 1.16%**
W A 284
(0.00) (0.00)
1.10%* 1.04
[ EHE L EE
(0.007) (0.37)
1.30%** 0.91
SR ERE
(0.00) (0.18)
1.02%** 1.02%**
e
(0.00) (0.00)
PER 0.79* 1.10
(HE=1D) (0.049) (0.54)
1.08 0.90
LEEE
(0.23) (0.20)
0.88
NE—RERE N/A
(0.47)

SREH ¢ p<.l; *:p<.05; **: p<01; ***: p<0.001

ERIAkE © ABS 2014, ABS 2018
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#5-3 1 BHERZVIF

Model 2014-1 Model 2014-2  Model 2018-1 Model 2018-2

VIF VIF VIF VIF

BRI 1.08 1.10 1.18 1.21
AR 22 1.02 1.11 1.05 1.10
SR E 1.01 1.24 1.02 1.20
SRR 1.08 1.08 1.16 1.15
File N/A 1.68 N/A 1.69
sl N/A 1.04 N/A 1.02
HEEE N/A 1.68 N/A 1.52
JLE—RKERR N/A N/A N/A 1.01

LRAE © ABS 2014, ABS 2018
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% (James, 2017) » AR Pa T EERFGE T BRI - ASTHRA Johnston % (2018)
FET TR Bt 2.5 - DURAE > o HATA DO E I iy [ S VIF (4
FE2.5 DT » S S R o BRI 0 55 B L 4504 TR -
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