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Abstract

The use of examples from ancient history to discuss current affairs is the traditional
way of discussing politics among Chinese literati, they often seek political models from
history as a resource to discuss how to govern a country. The historical figures after the
Three Dynasties, especially the civil officials of the Han and Tang Dynasties, were cited
as models in the discourse of literati in the Song Dynasty. Among the category of civil
officials, the Song literati most valued chancellors, remonstrance officials, and local
officials, since they were directly related to the ideals of assisting the emperor and
governing common people. When literati talk about prime ministers, they first cite Fang
Xuanling 55 Z#%, Du Ruhui £-#1#F, Yao Chong #k52, and Song Jing 7RI from the
Tang Dynasty; when it comes to the model of remonstrance, they admire Lu Zhi [ZE
in addition to Wei Zheng Z{2[. And because the Song literati believed that local officials
in the Tang Dynasty were not good enough, they often sought out models of governing
from the Han Dynasty. Huang Ba &% became the most high-profile case. This thesis
takes the above-mentioned figures as cases to analyze how their deeds were quoted in the
discussions of Song literati, and evaluates how these related topics reflected the scholars’
thinking on the political environment.

The present article shows that the Song literati selected the most representative
actions from the deeds of these historical figures, and then marked them as paradigms of
a certain type of civil official. The Song literati also made a theoretical definition of
different categories of civil officials, and tried to discuss whether the deeds of historical
figures were in line with them. Therefore, the thinking of the Song literati on the
paradigms for civil officials actually combined the actual deeds and talents of historical
figures, as well as the position of certain type of civil officials. For the historical figures
who were regarded as paradigms for civil officials, the Song literati did not actually regard
them as good/evil or gentleman/villain, but gave them profound images. When analyzing
the Song literati’s evaluations of historical figures, researchers should further clarify their
deeper meanings, so as to better understanding the thought of critics, and the exemplary

meanings of historical figures in that particular time.
Keywords: political discourse, paradigms for civil officials, political thought,

chancellors, remonstrance officials, local officials, establishment of official

positions.
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