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Study of Taiwan’s Funerary Culture During the Japanese Occupation:

Focusing on the Changes of Funerary Culture

Absrtact

This study aims to explore Taiwan’s funerary culture during the Japanese occupation
from 1895 to 1945, especially focusing on the changes in Taiwan’s funerary culture.

During the Japanese occupation, the Japanese colonizers attempted to improve
Taiwan’s old funerary custom, the movements of Taiwan’s funerary custom improvement
are started many times. However, current Taiwan’s funerary culture does not seem to be
much different from previous Taiwan’s funerary culture, which has been had before the
Japanese occupation.

The study applied a historical method to analyze and investigate related historical
materials of Taiwan’s funerary culture during 1895-1945, to understand how the colonial
policy and the movement of Taiwan’s funerary custom improvement impact on Taiwan’s
funerary culture, and to examine what the changes of Taiwan’s funerary culture.

In Chapter 1, I explored the old manners and customs survey impacts on funeral
customs under the beginning stage of Japanese occupation (1895-1915). In Chapter 2, |
focused on the custom improvement movement of Tung-Feng-Hui and Taiwan New
Cultural Movement in the middle period of Japanese occupation (1914-1931), to
illuminate the effect of their work. In Chapter 3, I discussed how the Kominnka
Movement during the fifteen-year war (1931-1945) transforms Taiwan’s funerary custom

into Japanese funerary culture, and examine its the results.

Keywords: the Japanese occupation, funerary culture, customs improvement
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