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ABSTRACT

As citizen participation becomes increasingly important in the policy process,
deliberative democracy becomes one of the important ways for the government to
incorporate public opinion. The Taichung City Government established the Taichung
City Youth Council (Youth Council) in 2016 to provide not only a deliberative
democratic field but also to enable young people between the ages of 15 and 35 to
discuss solutions to public problems. It is also modeled after the Taichung City Council
and the first system to interpellate the head of the Municipal Bureau. Let the youth and
the government directly exchange ideas. However, after Mayor Lu Shiow-yen took
office in 2019, the policy was suspended. In the face of the criticism of the Taichung
City Council, the city government also went to the parliament to report on the project
and proposed a policy transformation direction for the participation of young citizens.

This research takes the Taichung City Youth Council as the research object,
through the depth-interview method and participation observation method, sorts out the
experience of government officials and youth representatives, analyzes the practice
process of the Youth Council; and takes the deliberative democratic principle proposed
by Lin Tze-luen (2008). To analyze the results of the operation of the Youth Council. In
addition, the content analysis of the interpellation of the Taichung City Council and the
Youth Council was conducted to try to clarify the differences between the two councils.
It also analyzes the city's project report on the Youth Council and evaluates the
transformation plan.

The results of the research found that the bureaus had different perceptions of the

vill
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Youth Council, the policy relied heavily on the support of the heads, the participation
was not enthusiastic and the selection was easy to be controversial, the deliberation was
insufficient and the interpellation was difficult to achieve. The overall system of the
Youth Councils was incomplete but should be gradually adjusted. According to the
evaluation of deliberative democratic principles, it is found that there is a slight lack of
equality, reciprocity depends on the content, limited rationality, effective use of
inclusion, lack of informed planning, insufficient disclosure, and limitations of efficacy.
The focus of the two parliaments is not much different. The focus is on the mayor and
the Governance. The Youth Council is more closely linked to the youth issues, the core
differences and position conflicts, and the differences in the importance of web pages
and APPs. The transformation plan of the municipal government is not well-founded
and the legalization should be promoted as soon as possible.

Finally, three suggestions for local government to promote youth deliberative
democracy are: the competent authorities and the heads are important, paying attention
to actual deliberation, and strengthening citizen participation and diversity. This
research focuses on the promotion of youth deliberative democracy by local
governments and explores the implications of youth political participation and
deliberative democracy, as well as recommendations for local governments to propose

relevant policies.

KEYWORD: Youth Council, deliberative democracy, youth political participation,

citizen participation
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