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ABSTRACT 
The construction of the Ji-Ji Conjunctive Diversion Project attracted No. 6 

Naphtha Cracker Complex, Guo-Guan Petrochemical Company, and Central Taiwan 
Science Park Phase IV to settle in the Zhuoshui River Basin, and they all followed the 
same water use pattern: “When industry is short of water, Agricultural water support”, 
which repeatedly caused conflicts. In response to these conflicts, domestic legal 
scholars currently understand them as a problem of “the competition between 
agricultural water rights and industrial water rights” and advocate “protecting 
agricultural water rights” as a solution. 

This article points out that, on the one hand, current theories of scholars not only 
can’t solve, but also continue the dilemma of water conflicts; on the other hand, it is 
found that water conflicts are a problem of “social alienation”, which must be based 
on “public self-understanding” as a solution. 

The aforementioned scholars only saw “water” in their research, but ignored the 
“infrastructure” closely related to water. This ignorance of thinking has led to the 
production of decontextualized property rights–or water rights–knowledge in 
academic activities, which is matched with the operation of hydraulic infrastructural 
technology: in terms of knowledge, water rights are decomposed and reorganized; in 
terms of technology, the water in Zhuoshui River is decomposed and reorganized. 
This set of “knowledge-technology”–that is, the current water rights system–can thus 
flexibly serve the decontextualized social and economic order, which is the arbitrary 
division of labor between agriculture and industry. Therefore, the conflicts over 
Zhuoshui River are a crisis of losing context and meaning. 

Faced with this crisis, this article argues that “the public” must be found again. In 
other words, we have to identify “who we are” and find the context and meaning of 
“us”. The inquiry must start with the local communities in Changhua and Yunlin that 
have suffered the serious consequences of the water conflicts, and develop a set of 
“new water rights knowledge—new hydraulic infrastructural technology” in the 
specific community context. The purpose is to achieve “Our” community life and a 
fair and just division of labor. Legal experts and scholars should take part in this 
“democratic” process. 

Keywords: Water Rights System, Infrastructure, Property, Democracy, 
Zhuoshui River, Water Conflict 
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