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Abstract

In this paper, we propose a bicameralism voting to improve the accuracy of a deep

learning network. After we train a deep learning network with existing data, we may want

to improve it with some newly collected data. However, it would be time consuming if we

retrain the model with all the available data. Instead, we propose a collective framework

that train models on mobile devices with new data (also collected from the mobile de-

vices) via transfer learning. Then we collect the predictions from these new models from

the mobile devices, and achieve more accurate predictions by combining their predic-

tions via voting. The proposed bicameralism voting is different from federated learning,

since we do not average the weights of models from mobile devices, but let them vote by

bicameralism. In addition, we use bicameralism voting framework to enhance a model

by unlabeled data. With a filter in this framework, we can achieve a reasonably good

accuracy compared to the accuracy from the model trained by labeled data.

The proposed bicameralism voting mechanism has three advantages. First, this col-

doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



lective mechanism improves the accuracy of the deep learning model. The accuracy of

bicameralism voting (VGG-19 on the data set Food-101 dataset) is 77.838%, higher than

that of a single model (75.517%) with the same amount of training data. Second, the bi-

cameralism voting saves computation resource, because it only updates an existing model,

and can be done in parallel by multiple devices. For example, in our experiments to update

an existing model via transfer learning takes about 10 minutes on a server, but to train a

model from scratch with both the original and the new data will take more than a week.

Finally, the bicameralism voting is flexible. Unlike federated learning, bicameralism vot-

ing can use any architecture of model, any preprocessing of input data, and any format of

model when the models are trained on different mobile devices.

Keywords: Machine Learning; Deep Learning; Federated Learning; Transfer Learning;

CNN; Mobile device
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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Motivation

Nowadays, deep learning has many applications and has fundamentally changed our

daily life. The applications of deep learning include game playing [8, 10, 23, 35, 43],
speech recognition [2, 11, 17, 42], reconstructing lost or deteriorated parts of images [12,
], chatbot programs that conduct a conversation via auditory or textual methods [32, 33],

and other interesting topics.

Deep learning is a powerful tool, however, it requires a large amount of data to train a
deep neuron network in order to achieve high accuracy. After collecting sufficient training
data, deep learning requires extensive computation time so that the network will converge
with high accuracy. For example, it takes more than one weeks to train a VGG-19 [36]
model with a GeForce GTX 1080 GPU, and a set of training data with 75, 750 images.

The details of the machine and experiment setting are in Chapter 5.

The training of deep learning networks is a dynamic process. New applications will
demand higher accuracy, more efficient inference, and new methodology on new plat-
forms. For example, we may obtain new data after we have trained a model. Is it possible

to accommodate these new data into a model we have already trained?

1 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



Improving a trained model with new data is also time consuming. We cannot simply
train an existing model with the new data, since the model will be misled due to over-
fitting. Instead, a feasible solution is to mix existing data with the newly obtained data, and
then train the model with this mixture of data. As a result, this training takes a tremendous
amount of time. And this expensive process repeats every time we want to update a model

to accommodate new data.

1.2 Framework

In this paper, we propose a framework to make this model improvement process
much more efficient. The proposed framework first trains a model on server with avail-
able data. We assume that we do have sufficient data to train a reasonably good model.
However, we still want to make it more robust. As a result, we collect new data from
mobile devices, then improve the models by training them locally on the mobile devices.
The mobile devices will train the models with newly collected data via transfer learning,
which reduces the computational complexity and the training time. Finally, the mobile
devices will send their improved models back to the server. We will get more accurate
predictions by combining the predictions from all these models together. This framework
also preserves user privacy since only the improved model is sent to the server, instead of

private user data. Please refer to Figure 1.1 for an illustration of the proposed framework.

The proposed framework is based on federated learning [27]. The essential difference

between our framework and traditional federated learning is how we group the models
from mobile devices. Our framework does not aggregate all the models into a single one.

Instead, these models will vote according to their prediction, and achieve a final prediction.

2 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



Model Trained on Server

-
r
d

Model after Transfer Learning
{using Data on the Mobile Device}

Figure 1.1: The architecture of the proposed framework

In this paper we consider two voting mechanism — plurality voting and bicameralism

voting. Plurality voting is an intuitive and easy method, and has been studied in the liter-
ature [3, 22, 29]. We propose bicameralism voting, a new method in combining various

results from different models.

1.3 Contribution

The main contribution of this paper is bicameralism voting, which has three advan-
tages. First, from our experiments bicameralism voting achieves higher accuracy than the
model trained directly with all the data. Here “all the data” include the original data on
the server and the new collected data from the mobile devices. We believe that this better
accuracy, over a single model, comes from the diversity of different models. In addition
to better accuracy, bicameralism voting is faster than training a complete model. Finally,
federated learning has a constraint that the models to be grouped together must have the

same architecture, the same input data preprocessing, and the same format of model. Oth-

3 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



erwise we will have different number of weights and/or different scale of weights, which
make grouping impossible. That is, it is not feasible to just average the weights without
the risk of ruining the model. In contrast bicameralism voting does not have this limita-
tion. As long as each model provides its classification result and the probability of this

result, we are able to conduct a voting.

In addition, we try to use this framework to make applications. Bicameralism voting
is more suitable as an intermediate product rather than the final product because the pro-
cess of inference is complicated. In order to make it easy for users, we should still work on
enhancing a single model. To enhance a model, we must have more training data. When
doing a machine learning, the most difficult part is often to obtain a lot of labeled data. It’s
relatively easy to get unlabeled data such as from Internet. Therefore, we want to use un-
labeled data to enhance models through our framework. The key point is how to generate
labels to the unlabeled data. We will generated labels of unlabeled data via bicameralism
voting, and used these labels to enhance original models. The benefits of this framework
is that we can make good use of private photos on mobile devices without violating the
privacy of owners of mobile devices. With the help of data on mobile devices, the model
on the server can make better predictions for unlabeled data, but that data doesn’t need to
be delivered to the server. Bicameralism voting can increase the accuracy of predictions

efficiently, which makes the generated labels more useful.

In this paper we also present the simulation results of our proposed framework. We
will simulate all the interactions between the server and the mobile clients in our frame-
work, with techniques like data segmentation and transfer learning. Also we will show the
results when we use the unlabeled data to enhance our models. In the experiments, we try

to do that in different situations and under different data partition methods. The training

4 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



on the mobile devices will be simulated by various programs running on the server.

1.4 Overview

We use Food-101 [6] dataset in our experiments because we believe that food recog-
nition is important in our daily life. Nowadays, people take pictures of food with their
mobile phones quite often. As a result, there will be plenty of pictures of food available
on mobile phones. Since pictures of food are easily obtainable on mobile phones, they can

serve as the new (training) data for the models on the mobile devices in our framework.

In order to recognize food accurately, we use convolutional neuron network, which

is very effective in image classification. In particular, we choose a famous and simple

model, VGG-19, as the neuron network model in our framework.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Chapter 2 piesents the related
works. Chapter 3 describes the background of federated learning. Chapter 4 describes our
proposed framework. Chapter 5 describes the setting of our experiments and evaluates

our framework. Chapter 6 summaries our works and gives possible future works.
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Chapter 2 Related Works

In this chapter, we will briefly introduce related papers on deep learning and federated

learning.

Convolutional neural networks(CNN) have been widely used in deep learning since
LeNet and AlexNet was proposed [21]. In recent years, computer scientists have proposed
many different CNN model architectures, including VGG, Inception, ResNet, MobileNet,

and soon [9, 16, 18, 36-39].

Traditional deep learning methods require the training data to be concentrated on one
machine, resulting in a limited model size and long training model time. Distributed deep
learning solves network size limitations and reduces the time required to train models.
Federated learning is a distributed deep learning approach that trains decentralized data
across multiple mobile devices. Each mobile device uses its own private data training
model, and then the server combines the global model by averaging the local gradients
of each mobile device’s model. Since the mobile device user did not upload the private
data to the server, federated learning can reduce privacy risks and reduce the amount of
data that needs to be stored on the server [34]. By using large amounts of data on mobile

devices, federated learning can train high quality models [27].
There are still several problems with federated learning. For example, the network
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connection between the server and each client is usually slow and unreliable. Konecny
et al. [20] proposes two ways to reduce the cost of uplink communications by two orders
of magnitude. Zhu et al. [45] uses a multi-objective evolutionary algorithm to minimize

communication costs.

A new federated learning protocol FedCS is proposed by Nishio et al [30]. When
some clients require longer update time or longer upload time, FedCS can actively manage

clients to perform federated learning efficiently.

Another problem is that federated learning is vulnerable to various attacks, such as
one of the models to mis-classify a set of chosen inputs with high confidence. Bhagoji et

al. [4] and Geyer et al. [14] tackles this problem.

Computer scientists have also proposed many applications based on federated learn-
ing. Hard et al. [15] uses federated learning to implement Next-word prediction in a vir-
tual keyboard for smartphones. Chen et al. [7] introduced the federated meta-learning
framework for training and deploying recommendation systems. Kim et al. [ 19] proposes
a blockchained federated learning architecture. Most of the works aggregate the results

from clients for updating the model on the server [5, 7, 15, 20, 25,27, 28].

The objective of these works are speeding up the training process by distributing the
workload or dataset among multiple clients. A server is used for coordinating the gradients

from these clients.

In this paper, we consider the result acquired from each client individually. Each
client uploads its local model to the server instead of uploading the gradient. Then the

server combines these models by voting.

7 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



Chapter 3 Background

The framework proposed in our paper is based on transfer learning and federated

learning.

3.1 Transfer learning

Transfer learning is a technique in machine learning. Transfer learning stores the
knowledge it has learned while solving a source task and apply the knowledge to a target
task [13, 24, 31,40, 41, 44]. The target task must be similar but not identical to the source

task.

In a convolutional neural network using the concept of transfer learning, we pre-train
a model on the data set of the source task. To store the knowledge learned on the source
task, we keep the weights of the convolution layer and freeze them. The weights of the
fully connected layer are then randomly initialized and retrained on the data set of the

target task. In this way, the network will use the stored knowledge to solve the target task.

3.2 Federated learning

Federated learning is a distributed machine learning approach [27], first proposed by

8 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



McMabhan et al. A federated learning system includes a server and multiple mobile device

clients. Each client has its private data, such as photos, which is often privacy sensitive.

The purpose of federated learning is to use these decentralized data across multiple mobile

devices for machine learning without intruding privacy.

Unlike traditional machine learning, federated learning does not require client to up-
load private data to the server for training. Instead each client trains a model with its own
data. In addition, each client uploads the gradient of its model to the server during its
training, and the server combines these gradients by averaging them, and builds a global
model. Federated learning enables model training on a large corpus of decentralized data,

and the data will never leave the client to preserve privacy.

Federated learning uses random gradient descent to update the model, which is an

optimization technique for updating model parameters. The random gradient descent is
an iterative method that repeatedly calculates the gradient of weights and improves the

network during the optimization process.

Although random gradient descent is often used for machine learning, it is not suitable
for federated learning. The reason is that the gradient calculation is done by the clients, and
after each round of gradients computation, the server must retrieve the gradients from the
clients and combine them to improve the global network. The global network is then sent
back to the clients before the next round of calculations. Due to this repeated uploading
and downloading of gradients, the network between the clients and the server must have
low latency and high throughput, which is not always possible in a federated learning

environment.

In this paper, we propose a framework that combines federated learning and transfer

9 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



learning so that communication between the client and the server is only required when
uploading and downloading the model. Our framework reduces the amount of communi-
cation, solves the communication problems of federated learning, and improves the accu-

racy of the global model.

10 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



Chapter 4 Methods

The roles of convolution layers and fully connected layers of a network are very dif-
ferent in transfer learning. In a convolutional neuron network (CNN) model, the convo-
lution layers are for general feature extraction, so they will not be affected during transfer
learning. On the other hand, the fully connective layers are more related to the categories
of input data, and will be affected during transfer learning. That is, the convolutional lay-
ers will not be affected by the newly added input data, and the model will still be able to

adapt to the new data by changing the weights in the fully connected layers.

Our framework adopts voting, instead of federated aggregation in traditional ap-
proach, to predict the final answer. Due to the limited amount of data each mobile device
could use to train the model, the resulting model will be diverse, and may even be over-
fitting. Nevertheless, we decide to let these models vote for the final prediction, instead
of using federated aggregation. That is, federated aggregation averages the weights of all
models, which effectively eliminates the diversity of various models trained on the mobile

devices. On the other hand, voting lets the model express their own opinions.

It is essential to consider the confidence of the voters in a voting process. When
given an input, a model will predict two things — the classification result and confidence

(a probability) it has in its prediction. We will consider two types of voting based on this
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confidence — plurality voting and bicameralism voting. Both voting methods utilize the

knowledge learned on mobile devices for federated learning.

4.1 Plurality Voting

We consider four types of plurality voting for models to vote.

4.1.1 Majority Vote

Given a set of votes, the majority vote is the simplest plurality voting to decide the fi-
nal result. Every model votes for their prediction, and the class having the highest number

of votes will be the final result.

4.1.2 Confidence Vote

We propose a confidence vote for models to vote. In a confidence vote, every model

casts a vote, which has a weight of the confidence of that prediction. That is, if a model
has confidence of c in its prediction, it will vote and its vote has a weight c. The final

result will be the class having the highest sum of weights, i.e., the confidence.

4.1.3 Majority Vote with Confidence Threshold

We also propose a majority vote with confidence threshold for models to vote. We

set a confidence threshold « so that only models having confidence at least o can vote,
and their votes are all of the same weight, like in a majority vote. That is, if we set the

« to 0, majority vote with confidence threshold just becomes majority vote. The rational

12 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



for this approach is that we will let models vote only when they have good confidence.
In addition, we do not wish to see the case where a large number of low-confidence votes

dramatically change the voting result.

4.1.4 Confidence Vote with Confidence Threshold

We finally propose a confidence vote with confidence threshold for models to vote.

That is, only the models having high confidence can vote (like in majority vote with confi-
dence threshold), and the weight of their votes are the confidence of their prediction (like

confidence vote).

In both majority vote with confidence threshold and confidence vote with confidence
threshold, we need to choose a threshold. Therefore, we conduct experiments to find good
threshold values. We let every model make predictions for all test data, and we calculate
the average probabilities of correct predictions and wrong predictions. Then, we use the
value between the average of the probabilities of correct and incorrect predictions as the

threshold.

4.2 Bicameralism Vote

In plurality voting described in the previous section, the model trained at the server
was never used in the prediction. We will denote this model as the master model. The
master model is simply transferred to the mobile devices in order to provide good convo-

lutional layers, and then trained into various student models on the mobile devices.

We observe that the prediction accuracy of the master model is better than any single

13 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



student model. In addition, after group all the student models together by naive plurality

voting, the overall prediction accuracy of the student model is still inferior to that of the

master model. As a result, we would like to build a framework that will leverage the

synergy of both the master and the student models, so that the prediction can be more

accurate than either approach.

Input data

Student

models

Classification
result

Crowd model

Master model

Input data

Average
probability

Compare their

Crowd model

probability

Final result

Figure 4.1: Bicameralism. Production of crowd model, and prediction making.

For ease of explanation we will use a crowd model to denote the collection of student

model. Recall that a prediction consists of a classification result and the probability (i.e.,

confidence) that the model believes in the result. In our framework every student model

makes a prediction for one input data, as shown in Figure 4.1 shows. And then student

models will collectively predict a result with confidence vote with confidence threshold

described earlier. That is, if a model has a confidence higher than a threshold, its vote

will have the confidence as the weight. The class having highest total confidence is the

14
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classification result, with a confidence set to the average confidence of these models vote

for it. This combined model will be referred to as the crowd model.

We now propose bicameralism vote. After combining the student models into a

crowd model, we then predict with the crowd and the master model individually. Both
the master model and the crowd model will make a prediction for an input data, we then

compare the confidence of the two model, and choose the one with higher confidence.

In bicameralism vote, the importance of the master model and the crowd model are
the same. Experiment results indicates that this is a reasonable ratio of the importance of
the master model participation in voting. If the master model participates plurality voting

as other students do, its influence will be minimum.

In practice it will be difficult to find a good ratio for the importance of the master
model. In some cases, if we increase the ratio of the master model, the accuracy will
be even better than a simple bicameralism vote. However, the best ratio may eventually
have to be determined by a brutal force search. Thus, without any prior knowledge, the
bicameralism vote is a simple and reasonable way to balance the importance between the

master and the crowd model.

We observe that in bicameralism vote, the importance of the master model should
be determined by its robustness. If a master model is robust enough, the result from the
crowd model will be simply a helper. On the other hand, a crowd model can improve the

classification results of a poor master model.

15 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



4.3 Application

Although the accuracy of bicameralism is high, the result of a prediction comes from
master model and many student models, which is complicated. Even if the part of pre-
dictions from student models can be parallelized or distributed, bicameralism is still too
cumbersome to be a application for users directly. Therefore, we proposed a framework
to make use of bicameralism. We can generate labels of unlabeled data through bicamer-

alism, and put these new data into training process to enhance master model.

First, we train master model with labeled training data. After that, we generated many
student models from master model. Master model and student models make predictions
to the unlabeled data through bicameralism. We treated these predictions as labels for
the unlabeled data and put them together with training data of the master model. Then
we retrained master model with the original training data and the new labeled data. A
new group of student models were generated from the updated master model. They make
prediction to the unlabeled data through bicameralism again. The accuracy of predictions
to the unlabeled data would be improve through the second round of bicameralism. And
also these unlabeled data could enhance master model. The process can be repeated to

improve master model.

Note that there are two different situations when saying the unlabeled data. The first

one is repeating the same unlabeled data. If the situation is that you only collect one set
of unlabeled data, you can keep using these unlabeled data to do above process. Due to
the improvement of the predictions to the unlabeled data, these unlabeled data still can
enhance master model in second or third round. That is, we maximize the value of these

unlabeled data. The second one is to put unlabeled data in batches. If we kept collecting
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unlabeled data, we could put the existing unlabeled data in every time. When the amount
of one batch is not so much, every time we do bicameralism to make predictions on new
batch and all the previous batches. The accuracy of previous batches of unlabeled data
can be improve, therefore master model will has more accurate knowledge from unlabeled

data.

In practice, the labeled data we have initially may be few. The accuracy of the pre-
dictions on unlabeled data will be low even if doing bicameralism voting. That is, there
will be too many noises in the unlabeled data to treat the they as training data. Therefore
we add a filter to delete some useless unlabeled data, which makes the accuracy of labels

generated by bicameralism higher.

The following part will show the detail of filter, and it is also shown in Figure 4.2.
The predictions from bicameralism come from master model and crowd model actually. If
master model and crowd model make the same prediction on one input, then this input will
be retained. Because the accuracy is high if master model and crowd model have the same
opinion. If the prediction comes from either master model or crowd model, its confidence
of prediction should higher than a threshold, or it won’t be retained. Master model and
crowd model have a threshold respectively. We do bicameralism on test data first. Note
that we know the labels of test data because they come from labeled data. Then we find
out the average confidence of correct predictions of master model and average confidence
of wrong predictions of master model. The base threshold of master model is the average
of correct average confidence and wrong average confidence. We use this base threshold
to filter the unlabeled data and fine-tune the threshold. We can only know the percentage
of the retaining inputs after filtering, and can’t know the accuracy of the retaining inputs

after filtering because they are unlabeled data. We can fine-tune the threshold by retaining
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percentage. If you increase the threshold, the retaining percentage will decrease, and the

accuracy will increase which we don’t know the exact value though. Do this process then

we will get thresholds of master model and crowd model.

Discard
less
From Threshold of
Bicameralism master master model
larger
Master model
Same predictions
Retained
Input data input data
P Crowd model
larger
From Threshold of
crowd
crowd model
less
Discard

Figure 4.2: How does a filter work.
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Chapter 5 Evaluation

5.1 Evaluation Settings

We first describe our experimental environment. Our proposed framework should
have a server and a large number of mobile devices. However, due to the limited number
of mobile devices we have, we simulate the training and inference processes of these large
number of mobile device on a server, which has 64 GB RAM and a GeForce GTX 1080

GPU card with 8 GB memory.

We train both the master and student models on the GPU one at a time. Since this
paper focuses on improving the accuracy, instead of speeding up training time, it is reason-
able to train the student models on a server with a more powerful GPU than actually using
the GPU on a mobile device. That is, this is a feasibility study, rather than a performance

study.

The experiments use Food-101 [6] dataset. Food-101 is an image dataset containing
101 food classes, and each class has 1,000 images. For each class, there are 750 training
images, and 250 manually reviewed images for testing. That is, there are noises in training

images and no noise in testing images.

We use the training data to train the master model on the server. We randomly divide
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the test data into two equal size subsets — A and B. The set A is used as the training set for

the student models on mobile devices, and the set B is used to evaluate accuracy. Please

refer to Figure. 5.1 on how the dataset is partitioned, and to what training purpose.

7z

Testing Datd
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L S e B e
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| | | Set A
| i i | SetB
N —
'\ Class1 '  Class2 |, _ Class 101
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Figure 5.1: Data set used in training the master and the student models

We use VGG-19 |

] as the model in our experiment. VGG-19 is a convolution neu-

ron network for large-scale image recognition. A VGG-19 network has 16 convolutional

layers and 3 fully-connected layers. We chose VGG-19 because it is easy to obtain, easy

to maintain, and powerful enough for image recognition.

We use TensorFlow [ 1] to train VGG-19 model to obtain the master model and student

models. TensorFlow is one of the state of the art deep learning training platform and we

are very familiar with it, and we are able to develop simulation programs quite quickly

with it.
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5.1.1 Master Model

We train the master model from scratch, i.e. we start with a set of random initialized
weights in the VGG-19 model. This is a standard procedure since we do not have any

prior knowledge about the VGG-19 model nor the Food101 dataset.

We then use the entire training data of Food-101 to train the master model. The
reason we use the entire training set is to improve the quality of the convolutional layers
of VGG-19 in the master model. Note that the quality of convolutional layers is essential
to prediction accuracy. In addition, the convolutional layers will be frozen after they are
transferred to the mobile device as the part of the the student model, so we must guarantee

the quality of these layers, which will significantly affect the final prediction.

We tried to reduce the amount of training data down to 20% and 37% of the entire
dataset while training the master model. However, the convolutional layers of the resulting
models cannot provide sufficient information, i.e. extract meaningful features, for the

fully-connected layers during transfer learning.

The training of the master model takes about one weeks before it converges on the
entire training data of Food-101. The accuracy of the master model reaches 73.60% for

the union of test set A and B, and 73.06% for test set B only.

5.1.2 Student Models

We assume that there are 150 mobile devices in our evaluation. Each user device
receives a pre-trained master model from the server, and 13 randomly chosen data from

each class of set A. This amount of these data is only about 1.3% of the entire dataset,
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which is a very small amount.

We simulate the case that each mobile device performs transfer learning using the
set of images on the device to generate a student model. Note that since the data on each
device will be different (they are randomly chosen from set A), the weights of the fully-

connected layers of different student models will be different.

5.2 Comparison between Methods

We examine the performance of our proposed bicameralism voting. Recall that bi-
cameralism vote makes decisions based on the results from the master model and the
crowd model. The decision of the crowd model is the plurality of all the student models.
Each student model is fine-tuned from the master model using transfer learning with part
of the images in set A as the training set. The confidence threshold of the crowd model of

bicameralism is set to 0.

We compare the accuracy of the bicameralism voting with other methods. Since the
total percentage of data seen by bicameralism voting (both master and student models)
is 87.5%, the most intuitive comparison baseline is a single model trained with the same
amount (87.5%) of data. Therefore, we fine-tune the master model with extra data, and
use the erudite model to denote it. The training data of erudite model includes the training

set of the master model and the subset A.

| Model | Accuracy |
Bicameralism | 77.838%
Master 73.061%
Erudite 75.517%

Table 5.1: Accuracy of different models.
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Table 5.1 shows the accuracy of the master model, the bicameralism model, and the
erudite model. Note that the test data is the subset B, and none of these models has prior

knowledge about it.

We conclude from Table 5.1 that both the erudite model and the bicameralism model
perform better than the master model because it was trained with a larger training set.
Surprisingly, the bicameralism model achieves better accuracy than the erudite model,
based on the the same amount of training data. The authors believe that the synergy of the
high accuracy of the master model and the diversity of the crowd model help achieve this

high accuracy.

The bicameralism model has the additional advantage of efficiency. Given the mas-
ter model, it takes about a week for the erudite model to converge on a server in our
experiment. On the other hand, the training of crowd models (all the student models) in

bicameralism can complete in 25 hours.

5.2.1 Weighted Plurality Voting

We compare the accuracy of Bicameralism model with that of weighted plurality

vote. In a weighted plurality vote, the master model also votes like every student model

does, but with a weight.

We implement two types of weighted plurality votes. The first is the majority vote

with the master. That is, each student model can cast one vote, just like the majority vote

in Section 4.1.1, and the master can cast w vote, where w is the weight of the master. The

second is the confidence vote with the master. The value of a vote from a student is its

confidence, just like in the confidence vote in Section 4.1.2, and the value of a vote from
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the master is its confidence multiplied by its weight.
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Figure 5.2: Accuracy of the Weighted Plurality Vote

Figure 5.2 shows the accuracy (in y axis) of majority vote with the master, and con-
fidence vote with the master, using different weights (in x axis) for the master model.
We observe that confidence vote with the master achieves higher accuracy than majority
vote with the master under all weights. The confidence vote with the master achieves its
highest accuracy when weight is 93, then the accuracy saturates. The majority vote with
the master achieves its highest accuracy also when weight is around 93. However, the

accuracy begins to decline after that.

We conclude from Figure 5.2 that finding a suitable weight for the master is not
trivial, and can be application-dependent. On the other hand, the bicameralism model is a
good choice for two reasons. First, it achieves 77.838% accuracy, which is only slightly

lower than the best weighted plurality votes in Figure 5.2. Second, we do not need to find
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a good weight for the master model.

5.3 Improvement Analysis

In this section, we analyze why the bicameralism model has better accuracy. The
threshold of crowd model is 0. From Section 5.2 we observe that the bicameralism model

achieves better accuracy than erudite model does, using the same amount of training data.

| | tests (percentage) | accuracy |

master & crowd | 8147 (64.53%) 92.39%
master 2054 (16.27%) 61.54%
crowd 2424 (19.20%) 42.74%

total 12625 (100%) | 77.838%

Table 5.2: # of inputs two models agree/disagree, and the accuracy

We divides the prediction results into three categories in Table 5.2. The row master
& crowd indicates the case where the two models make the same prediction. The row

master (crowd) indicates the case where the two models have different predictions, and

the master (crowd) model has a higher confident value.

We observe Table 5.2 that if the master and the crowd model agree on a prediction,
the accuracy is very high. That is, there are 12625 predictions in total, among which
for 8147 (64.53%) of them two models make the same prediction, and the accuracy of
these predictions is 92.39%. On the other hand, when the two models disagree on an
input, the one with higher confidence will be chosen. In other words, the crowd model is

complementary to the master model, therefore it can help improve the overall accuracy.

25 doi:10.6342/N'TU202003100



5.4 Impact of the Confidence Threshold

We now evaluate how confidence thresholds affects the accuracy of the bicameralism

voting. Recall that only models having confidence over a threshold can vote in these cases.

In this experiment, we test the confidence vote with confidence threshold.

’ Threshold \ Accuracy of Bicameralism ‘

0 77.838%
0.1 77.830%
0.2 77.846%
0.3 77.750%
0.4 77.671%
0.5 77.315%
0.6 76.982%
0.7 76.705%
0.8 75.968%
0.9 75.604%

Table 5.3: Different confidence thresholds and the corresponding accuracy

Table 5.3 lists the confidence thresholds and the corresponding accuracy of bicam-

eralism voting. Surprisingly we observe that the accuracy decreases as the confidence

threshold increases. Our initial guess is that setting a higher threshold for the student mod-

els to vote should improve the accuracy because only those models with high confidence

will vote. However, from the experiment, this may not be the case.

The reason for this unexpected behavior may be that the diversity from a low thresh-

old actually improves prediction. There could be cases that a large number of models are

able to predict the correct results, but with little confidence. A high threshold will simply

ignore their opinions, and the vote will be dominated by those models that have high con-

fidence, which may not be correct after all. Therefore, We suggest not to set a threshold

(threshold = 0) as the default setting when no prior knowledge is available.
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5.5 Different Implementations of the Crowd Model

Table 5.4 compares the accuracy of the four plurality voting described in Section 4.1.1.
We set the threshold from 0.6 to 0.8, because we found that the average confidence of a
correct and incorrect prediction are 0.87 and 0.54 respectively. As a result we set the
threshold in between 0.87 and 0.54, i.e., a value higher than 0.87 would stop models mak-
ing correct prediction from voting, and a threshold lower than 0.54 would likely allow

models making wrong prediction to vote.

Table 5.4 indicates that all four plurality voting methods have almost the same accu-
racy, and confidence vote is slightly higher than the others. This indicates that limit voting

with threshold does not have apparent advantage.

’ plurality vote \ Threshold \ Accuracy ‘
majority vote - 70.328%
confidence vote - 70.329%
0.6 70.313%
majority vote with confidence threshold 0.7 70.218%

0.8 70.036%
0.6 70.313%
confidence vote with confidence threshold 0.7 70.257%
0.8 69.980%

Table 5.4: Result of plurality voting

5.6 Influence of the Student Models

We now discuss the impact of different hyper-parameters and settings on training
the student models. Recall that a student model is fine-tuned from the master model with
transfer learning using a small amount of data on the mobile device. We use three different

sets of hyper-parameters to train the student model. We also consider the possibility of
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updating both convolutional and fully-connected layers during the transfer learning. The
confidence threshold is set to 0 in this experiment, as indicated in previous experiments

that having a threshold does not have apparent advantage.

Table 5.5 shows the average accuracy of the student models and the bicameralism
model. We observe that the accuracy of bicameralism model decreases when the the aver-
age accuracy of the student models increases. The reason is that when the average accuracy
of the student models increases, they become more and more similar to the master model.
In other words, the diversity we expect from having multiple models gradually disappears
when the student models are just like the master model. The accuracy of the bicameralism

model will simply converge to the accuracy of using only the master model, which is 73%.

We also observe that updating the entire model, including the convolution layers, does
not provide better accuracy, than updating only the fully connected layers, like in ordinary
transfer learning. We observe this in both the student models and the bicameralism model.
The reason is that the amount of data on each device is relatively small and might be biased.

Changing the convolutional layers with biased data will not help the accuracy.

Avg. Accuracy
Method Setting of the BAiccglllllr:rca}lli:;
Student Models
Transfer Learning Rate:0.025 61% 77%
Learning # of epoch: 50
(Freeze Learning Rate:0.01 65% 76%
Conv. layers) # of epoch: 50
Ay Learning Rate:0.0001 100 230,
# of epoch: 50 ’ °
Fine-tune .
the entire Lej‘;‘;eg I:ffgoo 01 60% 73%
CNN poch:

Table 5.5: Average accuracy of the student and the bicameralism model
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5.7 Improvement by Unlabeled Data

We re-partition Food-101 dataset into four parts for these experiments because the
amount of data is limited. The four parts are training data, unlabeled data, students’ data
and test data respectively. And the percentages of them are 35%, 30%, 10%, and 10%
respectively. Training data is used for training master model. Unlabeled data will get
their labels through predictions from bicameralism and become the training data of master
model. Students’ data is used for training all the student models. Test data is used to

evaluate the quality of models.

Note that the training data and the test data here are the different subset of Food-
101 from the previous bicameralism voting part, so the accuracy of models of this part is
different. In bicameralism voting part, we partition the data into training data and testing
data according to the way recommended by the author of Food-101. There are no noises in
these test data. In this part, we sorted images by their names in all the classes of Food-101
respectively, and take the top N% data When we need N% data. The test data is always

the last 10% and there are noises in these test data.

Test data Unlabeled data
Master model | Bicameralism | Master model | Bicameralism
1st 62.42% 66.30% 62.28% 66.30%
2nd 64.09% 68.19% 66.13% 67.81%
3rd 64.96% 68.68% 66.82% 68.60%
4th 65.73% 69.80% 67.74% 69.46%

Table 5.6: Result of 35% master model repeating same data

Table 5.6 shows the result of the first situation of unlabeled data. That is, bicameral-

ism makes predictions on all the unlabeled data(35%) at once, and they will be a part of

training data in next round. The first row in Table 5.6 is the result of the first round, and
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the second round in Table 5.6 is the result of the second round and so on. In first round,
training data(35%) was used to train master model. In second, third, and fourth round,
both training data(35%) and unlabeled data(30%) were used to train master model. The
accuracy of the generated labels of unlabeled data is the accuracy of bicameralism of un-
labeled data in the previous round. That is, the fourth column. Test data is used to test the
robustness of the model, on the other hand, unlabeled data are used to show the quality of
generated labels. As we can see, the accuracy of bicameralism of unlabeled data increased

every round. Therefore master model can receive more information from the unlabeled

data.
Test data Unlabeled data
Master model \ Bicameralism | Master model \ Bicameralism
Ist 62.42% 66.30% 62.20% 65.64%
2nd 64.66% 68.67% 65.04% 68.21%
3rd 64.92% 69.19% 67.66% 69.84%
4th 65.74% 69.63% 69.14% 70.18%

Table 5.7: Result of 35% master model without filter

Table 5.7 shows the result of the second situation of unlabeled data. In first round,
training data(35%) is used to train master model, too. In the next three rounds, one-third
of unlabeled data(10%) is added to the training data every round. When the fourth round,
all the unlabeled data is added to the training data. In third or fourth round, the original
unlabeled data would be re-predicted as well as newly added unlabeled data. The fourth
element of the first row is the accuracy of first one-third of unlabeled data, and the fourth
element of the second row is the accuracy of first two thirds of unlabeled data. The fourth
element of the third and fourth rows are the accuracy of all of unlabeled data. The results
show that the final effect to master model of two situations of unlabeled data are almost
the same. However, the second one is more efficient because when the second and third

round, less unlabeled data was added to the training data. The amount of computation
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would be less.

Test data Unlabeled data
Master model \ Bicameralism | Master model \ Bicameralism
Ist 62.42% 66.30% 62.20% 65.64%
2nd 64.29% 69.16% 66.17% 69.68%
3rd 65.42% 70.32% 68.83% 71.44%
4th 66.37% 70.70% 70.00% 71.96%

Table 5.8: Result of 35% master model with filter

Table 5.8 shows the result of the second situation of unlabeled data with filter. The
usage of unlabeled data here was same as previous part, One-third of unlabeled data was
added each round. We used the filter to decrease the noises in unlabeled data, so master
model would obtain more useful data. The amount of added unlabeled data would cut
back but it was good for quality of training data and training efficiency. As we can see the
result is better than all the previous parts. Our master model in the fourth round used 65%
data of Food-101, and its accuracy is up to 66.37%. Although the accuracy of a model

using 65% data of Food-101 is 68.55%, our master model used only 35% real labels.

Percentage
Round | Accuracy | of Retaining | Saving Time
Input

Second | 29 Co0s | 74.72% | 2.4hr (5.7%)
Round . 0 . 0 . . 0

Third o o o
Round 79.97% 82.00% 5.0hr (6.7%)
Fourth 0 o 0
Round 82.14% 80.36% 3.8hr (9.3%)

Table 5.9: Detail of Filter

Table 5.9 shows the detail of the filter. From the second round, unlabeled data was
added, so this table displays the detail from the second round. After filtering the generated
labels of unlabeled data, those whose confidences were higher than the threshold would

be retained. The third column, Percentage of Retaining Input, means that the percentage

of unlabeled data whose confidences were higher than the threshold. The second column,
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Accuracy, means the accuracy of retained unlabeled data. We can see that the accuracy
is significantly increased after passing the filter. After the useless data was deleted, the
amount of computation for master model training was reduced. The computation time
was reduced too. The fourth column, Saving Time, means that how much time was saved

compared with the one without filter.

Test data Unlabeled data
Master model \ Bicameralism | Master model \ Bicameralism
Ist 56.26% 60.50% 56.17% 61.28%
2nd 57.94% 61.67% 59.84% 62.53%
3rd 57.36% 61.60% 62.14% 62.70%
Table 5.10: Result of 20% master model without filter
Test data Unlabeled data
Master model \ Bicameralism | Master model \ Bicameralism
Ist 56.26% 60.50% 56.17% 61.28%
2nd 58.69% 62.85% 61.05% 64.00%
3rd 59.81% 63.50% 64.00% 65.06%

Table 5.11: Result of 20% master model with a filter

Besides doing the experiment from the 35% master model, we also did it from the
20% master model. The 35% master model means that the master model used 35% labeled
data, and started to add unlabeled data in. Now, we want to try the experiment from a
weaker master model, 20% labeled data used only. Table 5.10 shows the of 20% master
model without filter, and Table 5.11 shows the of 20% master model with a filter. There
was 10% data added to the master model in both the second and the third round. If we
didn’t use a filter, then the accuracy of predictions of unlabeled data was the result of
bicameralism. That is, the number in the fourth column, about 62% only. After using a
filter to delete useless data, 73% of inputs were retained and the accuracy of the predictions
of unlabeled data was increased to 75.6% in the second round. In the third round, 73% of
inputs were retained and the accuracy was increased to 78.3%. Comparing the two tables,

we can see that the result of that with a filter is better than that without filter obviously.
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Especially the third round, the result is almost same with the result of the second round.
The result of predictions of unlabeled data through bicameralism was improved very little
after the first round. Therefore in the third round, the labels of unlabeled data were almost
the same with the previous round. The unlabeled data can no longer improve the master

model after the second round.

When the master model is weak, a filter becomes important. The results of the 35%
master model are good whether when it has a filter or not. However, when the predictions
to the unlabeled data were not good enough, it needed a filter definitely. But we still
recommend using a filter when doing this experiment, because a filter not only improves

the result but also speeds up the training.

| N% Data | Accuracy of master model |

10% 28.18%
20% 56.26%
35% 62.42%
45% 67.35%
55% 66.19%
65% 68.55%
75% 68.16%
80% 70.53%

Table 5.12: Different percentage of data and the corresponding accuracy

Table 5.12 shows that using N% data to train a model then the accuracy of the model
on the test data. The model here was trained by labeled data. This table can be used as
a reference for unlabeled data experiments. For example, the accuracy in the fourth row,
the first column of table 5.8 means that using the 65% data to trained a master model.
But in this 65% data, 35% data was labeled data and 35% data was unlabeled data. The
accuracy in table 5.8 is a bit lower than the accuracy of 65% model in Table 5.12. On the
other hand, the accuracy in the third row, the first column of Table 5.11 is much lower than

the accuracy of 45% model in Table 5.12. We think that the master model has to robust
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enough initially, or unlabeled data can’t play a good role.

5.8 Summary

Among all methods we studied, the bicameralism voting and weighted plurality vot-
ing have the highest accuracy. However, the bicameralism model is much more feasible
in practice. The crowd model is complementary to the master model and can improve the
final accuracy. In addition, if we do not properly set the confidence threshold of crowd
model, it may not help the accuracy, due to decreased diversity of the student models.
For example, both Table 5.3 and Table 5.4 indicate that setting threshold does not help.
Table 5.5 also indicates that the diversity of student models is essential, because when the
student models are more similar to the master model, the accuracy of the bicameralism
vote will actually decrease. When we get new unlabeled data and want to improve our
model through them, we can general labels by bicameralism voting if our model is not
bad originally. Using a filter when adding unlabeled data to re-train a model is a efficient
and better way. If you pay great attention to accuracy, you can still use bicameralism

voting to make predictions after adding unlabeled data in.
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Chapter 6 Conclusion

In this paper, we propose a bicameralism voting framework to improve the accuracy
of deep neuron networks and the training efficiency. Then we use bicameralism voting

framework to label unlabeled data and enhance a model.

We first train a master model on a server, then we send the master model to multiple
mobile devices, and each of them use its own data to update the master model into its stu-
dent model by transfer learning. Then the master and the student model uses bicameralism

voting to classify inputs.

The bicameralism model has three advantages. First, the bicameralism model has
better accuracy than a single model that use the same amount of training data. Second, the
bicameralism model is computationally efficient for two reasons. First, transfer learning
saves time computation because it improves upon an existing good model, and do not
build the model from scratch, so it has less computation. In addition, the computation on
the mobile devices can be done in parallel, which can further reduce the transfer learning
time. The third advantage of the bicameralism model is its flexibility in how to train the
student models. Because we only care about the prediction made by the student models in
bicameralism model, how these student models are trained is up to the users. The users can

use whatever data preprocessing, architecture, or model format to train the student models.
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As aresult it is much more flexible than the federated learning [27], which cannot combine

models in different model formats, model architectures, or preprocessing of input data.

The bicameralism model is like a union of the master model and the crowd model,
and it selects the prediction from whoever has a higher confidence. Although each student
model has a low accuracy individually, their diversity actually helps bicameralism voting
in achieving better accuracy. The master model is already a good model by itself, and with
the help from a complementary crowd model, the final accuracy of the bicameralism model
reaches 77.838%, which is higher than the master model and surprisingly, the erudite
model. With bicameralism voting, the predictions we make are more accurate, so we try
to generate labels for unlabeled data and improve our master model. With a filter when
training, the final result will get a not bad accuracy, just a little bit lower than the one

trained by labeled data.

6.1 Future works

We simulate the training of student models in a server (not on multiple mobile de-
vices), due to the large number of mobile devices required by the framework. In the future,
we wish to conduct the training of the student models on the mobile devices, and actually

consider the communication issues that will arise.

The data set Food101 has a large amount of noise in the images. We would like to
investigate the possibility of removing the noise with the crowd model in the future. The
idea is that the master model is trained on Food101 only. However, the student models are
trained with pictures taken by the mobile devices, and are likely to be labeled. Thus, the

distribution of training data for the master model and the student model will be different.
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As a result, the crowd model might be able to locate the noise in Food101 images and

relabel them.
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