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Abstract

During 2009 to 2019, the United States had adjusted its foreign policy in order to
solidify its leading position and increase its influence in Asian-Pacific region. Such
adjustment brought out impacts on its major allies in East Asia - Japan and South Korea.
According to the theoretical hypothesis of Victor Cha(1999), if the United States changes
its foreign policy and affects the strength of security commitment toward its allies, not
only the relation between the United states with Japan/Korea will be altered, the “quasi-

alliance” relation between Japan and Korea will also be influenced. Utilizing document
analysis, the dissertation will analyze the triangular interaction between the United States,

Japan and Korea during the term of Obama and Trump, and argue that whether the
strength of security commitment is still a prominent factor of the bilateral relation
between Japan and Korea, with description on the major cause of the shifting cognition
on common threat of the triangular alliance and the quasi-alliance. The dissertation
explores Cha’s theory and investigates whether it can still apply toward the United States-
Japan-Korea interaction in the past decade and future ; the dissertation finds out that with
the change of cognition of common threat, the explanation power of Cha’s theory may be

undermined.

Keywords: U.S. Foreign Policy on East Asia, U.S.-Japan Alliance, U.S.-South

Korea Alliance, Japan-South Korea relationship, Quasi-alliance
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