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Abstract

The Zhou Culture was falling into ruin and chaos prevailed in the Spring and
Autumn Period and the Warring States Period. In the face of the worsening moral
degeneration, pre-Qin Confucian texts expounded on Nature and Way of Heaven from
different perspectives. All these expositions conveyed the authors’ political ideas and
their expectation of rebuilding the former ideal society. When it came to Nature and
Way of Heaven, both Zuo's Commentary on The Spring and Autumn Annals and The
Doctrine of the Mean suggested that rites were the Way of Heaven, which aimed at
restoring the ritual and music system of the Western Zhou Dynasty. Confucius regarded
Ren as the core idea and believed that only when all the people pledged allegiance to
Ren could the world become peaceful again. Mencius valued the moral self-
consciousness of benevolent hearts to restore benevolent governance, whereas Xunzi
stressed giving guidance through teaching of etiquette and ethical principles so as to
rebuild the political system of the sage kings. However, Yizhuan as the later Confucian
text in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period was more or less
influenced by the ideas put forward by the above-mentioned Confucian texts. By
absorbing these ideas, it finally elaborated on Nature and Way of Heaven in a peculiar
manner, which contained the author’s political ideas.

This thesis has seven chapters. Chapter I Introduction deals with the research
background and the question awareness of this thesis, looks back upon, organizes and
comments on previous studies, and lays bare the research methods and scopes of this
thesis. Chapter II The Political Ideas of Discourse on “Human Nature and Way of
Heaven” in Pre-Qin Confucianism explains the connotations of Human Nature and Way
of Heaven and organizes the political ideas of expositions of Human Nature and Way
of Heaven in Zuo s Commentary on The Spring and Autumn Annals, The Analects, The
Doctrine of the Mean, Mencius, and Xunzi since the early Zhou Dynasty. Chapter III
The Political Nature of 7he Book of Changes indicates that this book is intelligent
enough to obtain the way of heaven and further understand human affairs, and this book
as a textbook specially for emperors contains the political philosophy of how King Wen
of Zhou managed state affairs. Chapter IV The Political Connotations of Universe and
Yin Yang of Discourse on “Human Nature and Way of Heaven” in Yizhuan explains
how the book convinces people of learning the moral values promoted by ancient sages
and understanding benevolence, justice, rites, and wisdom, Advocating and Adhering
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to the Golden Mean, the proper order of relations between senior and junior, and
Showing Compassion to the People and Respecting the Person of Virtue through
Trigrams and Component Lines so as to let life take its course and build a harmonious
and humanistic society. Chapter V The Political Connotations of “Following Wise
Rulers in the Past” of Discourse on “Human Nature and Way of Heaven” in Yizhuan
explains that this book values the way of wise rulers in the past which includes the
people first politics, the benevolent governance political system, the political wisdom
of understanding things and succeeding in one’s endeavors and the political cause of
being adaptable to changing circumstances. Chapter VI The Political Connotations of
Serving as a Link Between Past and Future of Discourse on “Human Nature and Way
of Heaven” in Yizhuan shows how these political connotations serves as link between
past and future by absorbing, summarizing, and developing the ideas of the above-
mentioned Confucian texts and ushering in Lu Jia and Dong Zhongshu’ ideas in the
early and middle Han Dynasty. Chapter VII Conclusion concludes the political
connotations of Discourse on “Human Nature and Way of Heaven” in Yizhuan which
contain Confucius’ moral standards of Renwen, the theory of doctrine advocated in The
Doctrine of the Mean, Mencius’ theory of the spiritual being, and Xunzi’s system theory,
which highlight the integrity of Heaven and Man, Men and Things, and Knowledge and
Application. The wise rulers in the past are the very paragon of uniting Heaven and
Man, Men and Things, and Knowledge and Application as one. The reason Yizhuan,
written during the period from the late Warring States Period through the Qin and Han
dynasties, put forward the political ideas of regarding Confucianism as the dominant
idea and regarding the wise rulers in the past as the political model is because it wanted
to respond to the turbulent situations during this period, hoped that people could
understand how to bring order out of chaos, to govern the state properly, and to bringing
peace to all under heaven according to the principles in The Book of Changes, and
finally rebuilt an ideal society like the one built during the Xia, Shang, and Zhou

Dynasties.

Keywords: Yizhuan; Pre-Qin Confucianism; Human Nature and Way of Heaven,;

Politics; Wise Rulers
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