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Abstract

By studying insurance broker companies, this thesis aims to reflect how the two most
influential contemporary trends, neoliberalism and financialization, contact with
governments, industries, and citizens across multi-dimensional impact and resistance.
First, I point out a more dynamic perspective in financialization studies through the
macrohistory of financial liberalization in Taiwan and IFRS17 as a new accounting
standard in financial engineering. Second, I propose an alternative way of examining
financial risks by illustrating the Salesman as “the entrepreneur of the self” and informal
financial texts as internal core educational syllabus. Third, I investigate the selling
practices of salesmen from Can-Reach Insurance and observes how they advertise “life
insurance” as a retirement plan, known as “life financialization techniques”, in this
thesis. It further illustrates how those salesmen master calculating skills, portfolio
arrangement, local culture, sentiment techniques to transform life forms into financial
capital and motive the self-awareness of financial management under the recent
precarious neoliberal society. In conclusion, I point out the current embracing of
insurance techniques among the insurance industry management may neglect the
multiple possibilities of “life financialization techniques” and technological

advancement from those salesmen/non-managerial employees.

Keywords: Financialization, Neoliberalism, IFRS17, Insurance Broker, Life Insurance
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