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Abstract

After 1126, The Jurchen started several wars with the Song dynasty. In order to fight
against the Jurchen, people with diverse backgrounds, status and experiences in the Song
dynasty noticed Khitan (Liao) forces and proposed various strategies to utilize Khitan
forces to defeat the Jurchen. Those strategies can be roughly categorized into three types:
first, support the Khitan royal family members, noble and important ministers; second,
ally with Qara Khitai; third, recruit Khitan (Liao)’s subject peoples, including Khitans (32
A), Bohae (7378 A), Xi (2 A) and Yan-Yun Hans (8252 57). Most of the strategies
were not even practiced, so they were ignored by modern scholars. However, Song
people’s proposal of the strategies demonstrated how they thought war with Jurchen, and
reflected their idea of military and external relation, it deserves more attention. After the
Fall of the Khitan (Liao) dynasty, why did the different emperors, literati and frontier
officers in the two Song dynasties recognize those strategies as plausible, and even start
a discussion about them? This thesis focuses on the discourse of how the two Song
dynasties wanted to utilize Khitan (Liao) forces to fight against the Jurchen. Based on the

transmission of military reports, the “concept of Hua-Y1 distinction” (38 E #,5)) and the
“atmosphere of war and compromise” (F15% % [&), | make an attempt to inquire as to why

those strategies were ‘invented’.

In regard to the use of the Khitan (Liao), before the Song under Emperor Huizong
went northward to fight the Liao, some people criticized the expedition and suggested
that the Khitan dynasty should be supported. However, their suggestions were neglected
at that time. When the Jurchen entered into war with the Song regime, Emperor Qinzong
and his officials decided to try and rebuild Khitan (Liao) regime to overthrow Jurchen.
This was instigated by the Khitan and Yan-Yun Hans ambassadors who represented the
Jurchen regime, and also involved the people’s imagination of the political identity of the

Yan-Yun Hans. However, Khitan (Liao) rebuilding plan finally failed and led to Jingkang
Incident. (V55 7 %)
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Under the rule of the Gaozong Emperor and the first two years of the Xiaozong
Emperor, it was difficult for the Song regime to establish contact with the Khitan (Liao)
people. However, the officials were still interested in Khitan’s revival, a concept which
would make Khitan become their ally and puppet. This concept encouraged them to
propose relevant strategies. Those cases show that from the Northern Song until the
Southern Song period, when confronting different political, military and diplomatic
situations, people with different backgrounds in the Song regime shared comparable and
homogeneous imaginations of Khitan (Liao) forces. The imaginations were based on the
past experience of interacting with the Liao under the Chanyuan treaty and traditional
concept of Tianxia and Hua-Yi distinction. To sum up, officials in the Southern Song
lacked the intention or capability to implement these strategies. Resorting to the unreal
imaginations of Khitan revival, officials depicted the Jurchen regime as a fragile enemy,
so emperors should insist on fighting with the Jurchen. The appearing statements also
show the dilemma of the hawkish Southern Song regime. It is difficult for them to
organize reliable and efficient plans to reclaim territories and subject the people of the
Northern Song.

The idea of supporting or allying with Qara Khitai shows that the Song people were
re-evaluating their past opponents under the threat of the Jin Dynasty. If we would like to
know whether this idea could also be seen in other strategies, we can observe that the
Song regime recruited Khitan forces to fight with the Jurden. The perspective of not
viewing the Khitan people as an enemy of the Song dynasty could also be seen when the
officials were conceiving the implemented recruitment. However, by observing the
implementation of the recruitment, we can only see a few frontier officers considered the

Khitan (Liao) people as allies, while most officials still stayed vigilant to them.

Keywords: Chanyuan Treaty, Concept of Hua-Yi Distinction, Imagination, Khitan
Revival, Political Discourse , Military History.
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