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Abstract

The satoyama at each place develops their own feature under different local

characteristics. This article aims to investigate the human-landscape relationships of

Gongliao, the satoyama settlement in Taiwan. There were sufficient terraced fields

landscapes in Gongliao in the past, but farmers abandoned their fields after 1970s. And

those farmers used to adopt conventional farming to pursue fast and more production

which led to negative effects such as deterioration of the land productivity and the

decreasing of biodiversity. The land productivity gradually restores until civil

organization and the government implemented recuitivation and organic farming.

There are many domestic articles related to satoyama initiative, but they only discuss

conceptual side and the presentation of the results. No scholar deals with how to put the

spirit of satoyama initiative into practice yet. As a result, this article aims to investigate

the process executing the spirit of satoyama, the local characteristics developed in the

process, and the reasons why a group of aspiring young men gather at the place where

rural exodus and population ageing happens. Cultural landscape and atmosphere are

used as theoretical framework, depth interviews conducted with those selected critical

stakeholders were used as primary sources to analyze and discuss with those theories.

How was the satoyama initiative derived from Japan introduced in Taiwan? No study

vii
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discussed the evolution of satoyama initiative either yet. We organized the interviews
conducted with main advocates as well as promoting administrative section, and

secondary sources into a context with beginning and end.

Our result reveals that scholars introduced the concept of satoyama initiative into
Taiwan after COP 10 (10" Conference of the Parties) of CBD (Convention on
Biological Diversity) at Nagoya in 2010 and they promoted the spirit of satoyama
initiative to Forestry Bureau after implementing actual case. Hua-Ching Lin, director
of Forestry Bureau included satoyama initiative as important policy to maintain its
development. After going through Gongliao and interacting with local agents, we have
appreciated the importance of terraced fields since they not only possess abundant
biodiversity but also have the feature requiring “labor” which makes local young men
chose to stay and brings closer the relationships of human and nature. What’s more,
terraced fields in Gongliao construct the network between generations, local residents

and outsiders.

Keyword: satoyama, Gongliao, Terraced field, locality, culture landscape, atmosphere
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