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R

Hong Kong residents’ feelings and perspectives towards the political formula of
“one country, two systems”, adopted by Chinese authority for over 2 decades since the
former British colony returned to Chinese rule in 1997, will not only influence CCP’s
revisions in ruling the special administration but also serve to be a vital reference
paradigm for the more China-friendly or pro-unification Taiwanese. This study aims to
explore Hong Kong people’s political trust towards Legislative Council and judicial
system of the former British colony. Based upon analyses on four waves of surveys
conducted respectively in 2001, 2007, 2012, and 2016 by researchers sponsored by The
Hu Fu Center for East Asia Democratic Studies of National Taiwan University, the
authors attempted to evaluate any potential variations of Hong Kong residents’ trust
towards the Legislative Council and courts of law and to identify possible reasons behind
such variations, under the influences of demographic variable (genders, age, education,
household income), societal variable (social status and religious faith), and political
variable (identification with political parties, democratic values). Results from the current
study were derived from 4 waives of surveys conducted aforementioned, literature review
and discussions, as well as binary logit regression analysis, as shown below:

1 - Hong Kong residents’ trust in Legislative Council peaked in 2007 with a

57% approval rating. The approval rating of trust has dropped nearly 20%
and reached 37% in 2016, suggesting a steady trend of more and more
distrust of Hong Kong residents toward the law-making body.

2 - Hong Kong people’s trust in the judicial system and its courts of law has
also depicted a negative trend of steady decline from surveys conducted in
2007, 2012 to opinion polls in 2016, though short of the significant 20%
decrease seen in resident’s confidence in the Legislative Council.

3 - In terms of demographic variable, survey respondents in the highest and
lowest house income brackets have shared one common characteristic:
less trust in both Hong Kong’s law making and judicial systems. As for
society variable, surveys respondents who considered themselves in
middle or mid-to-low social stratums were more likely to trust the

Legislative Councils and courts of law, when compared with counterparts

v
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in the lowest social stratum. Finally, with regards to political variable,
research findings has revealed one commonality in Hong Kong residents’
attitude towards both Legislative Council and the judicial system: within
the overall democracy scale, only autonomy orientation was found to be
statistically significant, while legality rights and freedom rights have
revealed to show a negative correlation with trust in the Legislative
Council and the courts of law in Hong Kong.

Keyword: political trust, one country, two systems, Hong Kong, Legislative Council,

courts of law.
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2016 - (R 0 0

.t}_ xg]
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M CEEERD 0 0

# ¥
18 - 29 % -.085 211 1 .685 918
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50- 59 % .000 .203 1 1.000 1.000
60 - 69 5% -.217 .209 1 .300 .805
70 pRLAE CHEEERD o 0

K ALR
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N ER .070 .366 1 .848 1.073
1) .296 .364 1 417 1.344
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X H 452 .347 1 .193 1.571
WZERT L b BRI 0P 0

Fles 1 Lioger (B A)
8,000 ;LA T 493 181 1 .007** 1.638
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15,000~24,999 jr. 190 153 1 214 1.209
25,000~39,999 ¢ -.001 152 1 .995 999
40,000 JyT2A F (iR o 0

g R
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g 743 276 1 .007** 2.101
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7RG M
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EFEE0 (S3HFEw) 125 .195 1 521 1.133
REH 196 327 1 549 1.217
o -111 153 1 466 895
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hods RSNy
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R RETIR -.668 328 1 .042* 513
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IR CHgkER]) 0" 0
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TR -.056 034 1 .100 946
-2 Log Likelihood 2826.576

Chi-Square 253.570  df=35 .000***

Pseudo R-square

Cox and Snell 107

Nagelkerke .143

McFadden .082

Valid Cases 2251

Missing Cases 1832

Total Cases 4084

**% p<.001, ** p<.01, * p<.05
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ENEIE=S 5 6% 3 A% 21 1.7% 5 A% 34 8%

& & 811 100.0% 849 100.0% 1207 100.0% 1218 100.0% 4085  100.0%
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IR SRR e ] AR ENE VIS & &t

N % N % N % N % N % N %
B 254 80.4% 54 76.1% 2113 77.8% 30 65.2% 462 82.5% 2913 78.5%
NMEHE 46 146% 10 141% 356 13.1% 16 34.8% 79 14.1% 507 13.7%
REAEREE 16 51% 7 99% 248 9.1% 0 0.0% 19  3.4% 290  7.8%
& & 316 100.0% 71 100.0% 2717 100.0% 46 100.0% 560 100.0% 3710 100.0%

FTARLR:EEFRD TEWALFEAL FEF FAAFTVE ) AATH

AR BEAMA WA A BEEFNLB A TEELI LY
PR EEREREEEF SN 2P 3 fEB5 B=-0.163 (p<0.001***) -~ T
$ 55 p=-0022 i o P P=-0.004> T %4 - p o v R A TR F KE
e B EERTRA MM o - BEIMAHET AR R A DK -

FRAEBE2Z A AR E ARG TRRp L, 2 ET- B ]
SE(AEAFZ) RV IRARERT 222 BE 2B T RETELE @
AEBEAS T - WA, 2P E R BB AT HFSTI6EZAE 0 AR A
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553 ABAAHRREEN I A%ER, A

B

B Std. Error df Sig. Exp(B)
BHIRER - RS

Intercept 2.522 .786 1 .0017**

HAEER
2001 £ -.229 214 1 .284 .795
2007 £ .336 234 1 151 1.399
2012 £ .518 223 1 .021* 1.678
2016 - (R 0 0

.t}_ xg]
Fk -.058 .130 1 .653 .943
M CEEERD 0 0

£ #
18 - 29 % -.128 278 1 .644 .880
30-39 5% 225 275 1 412 1.253
40 - 49 3% .334 .260 1 .200 1.396
50- 59 5% 401 .264 1 128 1.493
60 - 69 % .185 .267 1 .488 1.203
70 FE DA b CHEEEERD 0o 0

%7 AR
AL -.318 .566 1 573 727
N R -.610 .546 1 .264 .543
oliiss -.001 .552 1 .999 .999
1= .254 .534 1 .634 1.290
X H .501 541 1 .354 1.651
WFERRLAE iR 0P 0

Fles 1 Lioger (B A)
8,000 JtPA T -.544 .244 1 .026* .581
8,000~14,999 jr. -.403 .228 1 .076 .668
15,000~24,999 7¢ -.371 .220 1 .092 .690
25,000~39,999 jT. -.317 .225 1 .158 728
40,000 JTLA F (iR o 0

g R
E -.370 .695 1 .594 .691
g .684 451 1 129 1.982
=a .530 194 1 .006** 1.699
A 513 178 1 .004** 1.671
JEE CHEERD o 0

7RG M
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RS (S HFEH) .019 .259 1 941 1.019
REH -.623 400 1 119 536
FAEZ .006 .234 1 .978 1.006
i -.098 229 1 669 .907
fiE (CEEER) 0° 0

h2ds L
IR -.019 261 1 941 981
R -.087 .455 1 .849 917
FEPCERLE .018 .180 1 919 1.019
AKAIR -.538 433 1 215 584
IR CHgkER]) 0" 0

ENETE 4
H T -.163 .046 1 .000*** 850
SR -.022 .034 1 .530 979
H -.004 .049 1 .939 .996
EZIv 024 .039 1 532 1.024
ke .033 .049 1 495 1.034

-2 Log Likelihood 1700.551

Chi-Square 127.711  df=35 .000***

Pseudo R-square
Cox and Snell .054
Nagelkerke .098
McFadden .070

Valid Cases 2320

Missing Cases 1764

Total Cases 4084

k< 001, ** p=<.01, * p=.05

FRRR: FEERD LM BER A ARR RRAFLTE L ARTH
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