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ABSTRACT
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This paper is going to discuss the evolution of the relation between South Korea
and China under the Park Geun-Hye administration. As we know, South Korea is an
important nation in the East Asia region. The position of South Korea make it a
crucial factor in geopolitics. Especially since the jostling between China and the
United States became fiercer after the Obama administration announced the Asia
Pacific rebalancing strategy in 2011, South Korea is one of the key factors to decide
whether China or the United States can have the upper hand in the East Asia region.
On one hand, this situation gave South Korea to negotiate in its own national interest,
but on the other hand, it also put South Korea under much more pressure from both

sides.
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Park Geun-hye became the president of South Korea in 2013. In the first three
years of her presidency, President Park seemed to be pro-China. The main goal of her
foreign policies in this period was to strengthen the tie between China and South
Korea. Even though President Park faced lots of stress from the traditional alliance
between South Korea and the United States, she stiil continued to develop a better
relation with the Xi government. However, the Park Geun-hye administration changed
its diplomatic direction suddenly in 2016. South Korea’s determination to deploy its
US THAAD anti-missile systems is widening the rift with its powerful neighbour
China, who has urged Seoul to reconsider its decision. However, the Park Geun-hye
administration insisted the deployment regardless of the opposition from China.
Therefore, the relation between South Korea and China deteriorated unexpectedly in
2016.

In short, the relation between South Korea and China changed a lot under the
Park Geun-hye administration. As a result, the research purpose of this paper is to
explain why the foreign policies of the Park Geun-Hye administration changed. What
kind of factors behind the the Park Geun-Hye administraion influenced the decision in
the policymaking process? Last but not least, according to the factors we found in this
paper, we hope to predict the possible development of the relation between the two

countries in the near future.
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