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Comparison Between the Children’s Health of Foreign-born Mother
and Native-born Mother

Ying-Hsuan Chen
Background: In Taiwan, the number of children born to foreign-born mother has
rapidly increased since 21st century. However there is only little research on the health

of these children.

Objective: The aims of this study are to examine (1) the health disparity between
children of foreign-born mothers and native-born mothers and (2) whether the health

gap would be varied with different socioeconomic status.

Method: Data was from Taiwan Birth Cohort Pilot Study. This study analyzed
1617 children who completed 6-month and 5-year surveys. The children were divided
into two groups: children of foreign-born mother and children of native-born mother.

Health variables are general health and health resilience.

Result: The family socioeconomic status of children with foreign-born mother was
significantly lower than children of native-born mother. There is no significant
difference between two groups in general health. Children of foreign-born mother had
higher odds of poor health resilience(OR=2.00 » 959 CI=1.30-3.05), after controlling
for family socioeconomic status, the odds of poor health resilience became lower and

less significant(OR=1. 74 » 959 CI=1.08-2.80) -

Conclusion: Children of foreign-born mother did not experience worse health than
children of native-born mother. Family socioeconomic status is an important factor in
influencing the disparity of health resilience between the two groups.
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ooy 532 32.9 449 32.1 29 33. 7 34 37.8 14 45. 2
B4 924 57.1 824 58.9 46 53.5 37 41.1 14 45. 2
i 1 g4 161 10.0 126 9.0 11 12.8 19 21.1 3 9.7
®g R 5 ke i @ % B
% n % n % n %
3t 0.4 1 0.1 0.1 3 0.2
ARG R AR 4
Popoghdd 50.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 100.0
B4 33. 3 0 0.0 100. 0 0 0.0
A g4 16.7 1 100. 0 0 0.0 0 0.0
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