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Abstract

In recent years, using the lens of Lyrical Tradition in the study of Wei-Jin poetry has
emerged to be one of the mainstream perspectives in the academic world. This form of studies
places’ significant emphasis on the emotional and spiritual aspects of lyrical expression. This
study, nevertheless, proposes using a spatial construct as a key instrument in the inspection
of Wei-Jin Touring Feast Poetry. It seeks to uncover the literary characteristics of Wei-Jin
Poetry, its role in cultural transmission as well as its multiple meanings under the specific

context.

Chapter Two of this study focuses on the discussion of the perception of Body and Space
in the tradition of Chinese literature. It attempts to establish a more enriching point of
reference for the study of Touring Feast Poetry. This includes the inspections as to how the
Pre-Qin concepts of health preservation morphed into how the literati of the Wei-Jin Period
perceived the physical Self as part of their characters; Chuang Tzu’s ideas about roaming
freely and how it affected the aesthetical appreciation of objects and emotions in the Wei-Jin
poetry; as well as to find the “melancholy over the passing of time” and “attributing emotions
to objects” as the source of expressing self-emotion in the themes of overlapping of time and
space such as the sigh over death, immortality, achievement of glory through writing and
bosom friends. Subsequently, this study returns to the physical domain of the Wei-Jin
Touring Feast Poetry. It is mainly on “the perceptions of body and space” and the subjective
experience of the feast participants, either an appraisal of talents and characteristics between
individuals or inner meditations about Nature. The main topics of discussions from Chapter
3 to Chapter 5 are respectively on the Touring Feast Poetry’s Character Evaluation
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Embodiment during Jian-an Period; the Perception of Xuan-ized Tour in the Lan Pavilion’s
Assembly during the Mid-Eastern Jin Period; the Buddhist Visualization Practice in the
Lushan Shimen’s Touring Feast of Huiyuan monk group in the end of the Eastern Jin Period.
The first reason of choosing these three literary touring feasts as case studies are due the fact
that all of them have discovered a new aesthetic space for Chinese lyric poetries. The Jian-
an Touring Feast was the earliest in establishing the most direct link with Nature. It displayed
the early stages of the physiological effects of interaction between seasons and the literati.
The key concern of the Jian-an Touring Feast is the lyrical dimension between the host and
the guests in their discussions about political ethics to display the political embodiment and
perception mode of “hunger or fullness” and “flying or resting.” Meanwhile, the Lan
Pavilion’s Assembly, uses the aesthetic mood of “understanding the natural view of Daoism
through the perception of nature” to find the body energy of “nothingness” in the scenery
with hills and waters, so that the hills and waters can be a conductor in performing the main
body and metaphysics of Daoism. In the Tour of the Shimen, the “Everything Visible is Non-

Being” attitude of Huiyuan monk group in observing things around, has allowed them to have

the visualization power of “the View of Non-Being”. It has ultimately become a new
“thought” in realizing the reality of life. It is also a new way to observe and understand the
world. Secondly, from the spatial aesthetic appreciation and conceptualization of the space
in the touring feast poems, we can have a glimpse as to how individual self-realization and
the robust artistic thought movement were taking place in the literature during the Wei-Jin
Period. The Jian An Touring Feast is a people-oriented poetry which has a touch with things
and relationship while the Lan Pavilion’s Assembly and the Tour of the Stone Gate have a

touch with things mainly with nature. All of them have reflected the changes in the realm of
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poetry from “the scenery describing form” to “the scenery and philosophical describing
form” and then to “the blending of scenery and philosophical describing form.” The artistic
state of poetry has also moved from simplicity and honesty to intangibility and caused the
“tastelessness" in the Metaphysic Poetry in Eastern Jin Period to go toward aesthetic
appreciation and artistic conceptualization. We can also see the awakening of individual life
and self-awareness as well as the awakening process in literature in Wei-Jin poetry.
Especially, it has become a prelude to the Southern Dynasties’ scenery poetic style and

description of things poetry style, as well as the Tang Dynasty’ poetry of emptiness.

In conclusion, through the dialogues and introspection of the traditional discourse in
China’s lyrical poetry, this study seeks to make a substantive breakthrough by holding
multidimensional perspectives and using cultural conceptions as a reference. The ultimate

goal is to establish a richer point of reference for the studies of Touring Feast Poetry.

Keywords: Wei-Jin Period, Touring Feast Poetry, Perception of Body, Perception of Space,

Jian-an Public Touring Feast Poetry, Lan Pavilion’s Poetry, Shimen’s Touring Feast Poetry
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