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Abstract

According to Michael Smith, folk attitudes suggest that morality are both
objective and practical, and that belief and desire are two distinct states. To embrace all
these platitudes, we are forced to face the inconsistency among three stands:
cognitivism, judgement internalism, and Humean theory of moral motivation. This is
what Smith called “the moral problem” in the realm of metaethics. The central plank to
solve the problem is to demarcate motivational reason and normative reason for action
and then to provide an analysis of normative reason. Smith analyses normative reason
in terms of the concept of fully rational agent. A fully rational agent is armed with the
most coherent set of desire. Under the model of fully rational agent, the objectivity and
practicality of morality are thus both maintained. However, a further investigation of
the concept of coherence reveals that the model seems hardly to capture neither

normativity nor practicality of morality. Smith may thus fail to solve the moral problem.

Key words: normative reason, fully rational agent, normativity and practicality, the

most coherent set of desire.
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