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Abstract

This study explores Zaju Sanji (B —2%E) and the background of its compilation,
including how it was edited, how the selected compositions were written, and how the
collection presented the authors and editors’ reflection on their era. By investigating
the time and regional background of Zaju Sanji, the collective memories behind the
collection were observed. How the memories of the author were embodied in the
composition, how readers are able to relate to the authors’ personal experience by
reading the pieces, and how these memories expand externally into the connection
between the authors and editors were discussed in the observation.

This study consists of three chapters. Chapter one investigates the compilation of
Zaju Sanji and the influence of the authors and editors’ social interaction. Building on
the foundation of preceding literature, this chapter outlines more comprehensively the
authors and editors’ social network by exploring the previously unnoticed influence of
Donglin Party (BEFK) and Fu Society ({§11). The editors’ intention were also
explored by inspecting suspicious aspects of the compilation. Chapter two and three
are text analysis, which investigates of the evolution and development of Zaju from
late Ming Dynasty to early Qing Dynasty by dividing the pieces into three
chronological groups according to the time of their composition: late Ming, Ming-
Qing transition, and early Qing.

The objective of this study is to contribute to the academic archive of Zaju Sanji

and suggest future avenues for research on Ming and Ming-Qing Zaju history.
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