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Abstract

Reflections on Things at Hand (3T £.5%), the book compiled by Chu Hsi (4%)
and Lu Tsu-Chien (= fH:5) in Song Dynasty China, had been broadly read over a
thousand years. It was used as a hornbook of Neo-Confucianism in the past. But
before Four Books(PUZE) became the cores of Confucian canon, Reflections on Things
at Hand was once the general introduction of Neo-Confucian thought.

This thesis aims to elaborate the role that Chu Hsi intended for Reflections on
Things at Hand and the influence it had on the Neo-Confucianism after it was
compiled. The first chapter describes the process of compiling Reflections on Things
at Hand, and reveals its function as the textbook for contemporary Neo-Confucian
students by discussing Chu Hsi’s notions of “entering gate”( A ') and “stage” ([&##).

The second chapter focuses on the structure of Reflections on Things at Hand.
The book was composed of 14 different subjects. Step by step, these subject would
lead Neo-Confucian students to improve themselves so they would ultimately
become saints. Therefore, it could be argued that Reflections on Things at Hand was
another system of saint-education other than The Great Learning’s (KE2) the Three
Guidelines and the Eight Stages (=4 /\ H).

Reflections on Things at Hand only compiled Chou Tun-I (fEZEH), Cheng | (12
liH), Cheng Hao (f£5H), Chang Tsai’s (55&k) quotation. This was the very first time to
position these four Confucian scholars in the same rank. The editorial choice created
an impression of unification of philosophies among these four scholars for Neo-
Confucian students

Since Reflections on Things at Hand was wild read in the time of Song Dynasty,

the book had affected many aspects in Neo-Confucianism. The third chapter started
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form Chu Hsi’s viewpoint towards Five Classics (714%), the conventional Confucian
textbook. Because Chu found some qualities of thousand-year-old Five Classics which
were still implacable Confucian canon, were not proper to novice Neo-Confucian
students, he needed other books to be served as textbooks. It’s the context that
inspired him to compiled Reflections on Things at Hand.

The chapter then explores the reason why Shao Yung(#[$%f), who contributed
immensely to Chu Hsi’s study of Yijing (5,%4%), was excluded from the compilation of
Reflections on Things at Hand. The book had positioned Chou, Chang, and the Cheng
brothers (/& 5% —f%) in the same rank, disregarding Shao Yung. This had greatly
influenced the issue of the Succession to the Way (iE4%), and caused both Shao Yung
and Ssu-Ma Kuang (5] %), who were once ranked among the important Neo-
Confucian scholars as Chou, Chang, and the Cheng brothers, to be eliminated entirely
from the Succession to the Way. As Reflections on Things at Hand acquired the status
of required reading of Neo-Confucian, such editorial decision may be the reason why
Chou, Chang, the Cheng brothers’ genealogy of the Succession to the Way became

dominant views in Neo-Confucian history.

Keywords : Chu Hsi, the order of learning, Reflections on Things at Hand, the

Succession to the Way, Shao Yung, Five Classics
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