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Abstract

After Tamsui, Keelung, Anping and Takao were opened as treaty ports
in 1860-1865, Qing Dynasty government of Taiwan payed more and more
attention to Taichung basin area. In 1887, the government planned to set up

provincial capital ( % ¢ ) at Taichung city. However, because of the lack

of finance, this policy was suspended. Until the late months of 1895, the local
government of Taiwan Government-General set the county hall at Taichung
city. This thesis describes the society of city during the Qing-Japanese
transition in 1895, focusing on the gentries who were promoted by Qing
government. First of all, the gentries faced a crisis by other family who were
unfairly judged. And the camphor industry grew immensely because of the
absent of Qing officers and the increasing price of the camphor. Those
gentries dealing with camphor, leading by the Lin family in Wufeng,
contacted actively with Japanese officials and gain permission for hiring
private army which protects the camphor producing. In the beginning of
Japanese rule, although Japanese government in Taiwan excluded local self-
government which was implemented in Japan in 1890 on law, the gentries

still participated local administration.

Keywords: Treaty Port, Camphor Industry, Taiwan County, The Lin
Family, The Republic of Formosa, Taiwan Government-General, Local

Administration
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