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English Abstract 
 

 This thesis analyzes representations of the White Terror in three texts: Edward 

Yang's 1991 A Brighter Summer Day, Wan Jen's 1995 Super Citizen Ko, and Red Candle's 

2017 Detention. By analyzing these three texts, this thesis re-examines the 1990s and 

makes a comparison with the 2010s, arguing that many of the social issues of Taiwan in 

the 2010s have been caused by the 1990s.  

 

 The textual analysis uses "province of birth" and "generation" as it main principles, 

pointing out that the two texts from the 1990s both reflect relations between people from 

different provinces that was at the back of the political and economic transformation at 

the time: A Brighter Summer Day takes refugees from China's feeling of crisis of being 

marginalized in the 1990s and projects this on second generation children of refugees in 

the 1960s; Super Citizen Ko instead tries to overcome the opposition between people from 

different provinces and the simplified discourse of victims and victimizers this has 

brought along. These two chapters use the concepts of the postmodern and postcolonial 

to frame the analysis, to explore how Taiwanese intellectuals understood the 

transformation that Taiwan experienced, as well as how Taiwan's location in the system 

of global capitalism was changing. Arriving at the new generation's Detention in the 

2010s, province of birth is no longer a conceptual category of the new generation, as the 

new generation considers their identity in terms of identifying with Taiwan instead, and 

the growing multitude of materials related to the White Terror, influenced how the new 

generation that has not experienced the White Terror themselves represents this history.  

 

 This thesis points out that the transformations that were initiated in the 1990s and 

had relations between people of different provinces of birth as a driving force, led to 

Taiwan entering the trap of neoliberal economic deterioration, influencing Taiwan's 

development for the past twenty years. However, when Taiwan has already fully entered 

the system of neoliberalism, Detention successfully tells Taiwan's story to Taiwan and 

the rest of the world, to some extent responding to calls for transitional justice. 
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