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ABSTRACT

In modern history, Mongolia has gone through the major shift from nomad to
city, from communism to democracy. Such transformations made Mongolians to seek
for traditional culture to rebuild their pride and identity. The revival of traditional
music is an important part of that action from 1980s. Today, however, the traditional
culture seems not the only element in the identity building process. The youngsters in
city try different ways to create their own “Mongolian” images by combining
traditional and modern elements.

Altan Urag is such an example. Since 2002, they have played the combination
of traditional (Mongolian instruments, vocals, melodies) and modern (drum set,
effects units, metal/hard rock style) elements in their “Mongolian folk rock™ music.
Besides introducing Mongolian tradition to city youngsters through their music, they
also intend to show the vary possibilities of their instruments to western world.

This article starts with a brief talk about Mongolian modern history and music
development. Then I’ll analyze Altan Urag’s most famous folk rock songs and the
images they built, using interviews and my observation as references. Afterwards, I
separate the masses into three subjects: Altan Urag, Mongolians/local, and
foreigners/the other. From their perspectives of categorizing Altan Urag’s Mongolian
folk rock and imaginations of Mongolian music, I’ll discuss different positions of
Mongolian music in Mongolia and the world. In order to avoid arbitrary dichotomy, I
also raise Inner Mongolia as an example in between.

Under the impact of globalization, Mongolians are keen to show the world their
particularity. Meanwhile, the concept of “Pan Mongol” also deepened within

Mongolians. Unlike people in earlier days, nowadays they value their heritage but



also try new things in the same time. Furthermore, I argue that the creative way of
showing “Mongolian spirit” is more important than just adhering pure “tradition” in

this Mongolian identity issue.

Key words: Mongolia, folk-rock, hybrid, ethnic nationalism, identity
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Native Mongolia E[I
Foal's Been Born 2004 1. Native Mongolia* Mother Mongolia £

Egshig Records

2. Dawn

3. Untitled

4. Singing Wind

5. Mirage of faraway

6. Surf

7. The people of Mongolia
8. Great Mongolia

9. Aliens

10. Unsteady

11. Bonus Track/Davalgaa-Ijil Mongol*

BlREAE -

Made in Altan Urag

2006

Sonor Records

1. Intro

2. Requiem*

3. Ijil Mongol/Mother Mongolia*
4. Khukh Tolboton/Blue Mark*
5. Davalgaa/Waves*

6. Khiliin Chandad/Abroad*

7. Shiree Nuur/Shiree Lake

8. RhaaKH II*

9. Araatan ft. Naran/Beast*

10. Ikh Mongol/Great Mongolia

Hypnotism

2008

0. Intro

Contemporary album
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1. Kherulen River

2. Quarrel

3. Pan

4. Eppets Eht Fo Sllih Evif Eht
5. From Arches

6. Drumming

7. The Land Of Nine Treasures

e}

. Unsteady
9. The Foreign Khan

10. Outro

Blood

2009

Black SmitH Studio

1. Intro

2. Yesterday

3. Blue Mongolia
4. Blood

5. Kherulen River
6. 1-8

7. Temuujin*

8. The Beast*

9. Duujin Daajin*
10. Sonsgood

11. Outro

Folk rock album

Nation

2010

Black SmitH Studio

1. Intro

2. Kherulen River

3. The Beige Stallion
4. A White-Jawed Lark

5. Farewell

Folk album
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6. The Light

7. Four Kinds Of Khoomei Singing
8. Blue Mountains In Distance

9. Mirage Of Far Land

10. The Town Of Jiijuu

11. Two Folk Songs

12. The Five Hills Of The Steppes
13. The Accent Of Beats

14. Outro

Mongol

2010

Black SmitH Studio

1. Oulen

2. Great Movement

3. The Mountain Burkhan Khaldun
4. Jamukha

5. Blood Oath

6. Tatar Sarkhad

7. Waves

8. Borte

9. Conflict

10. The Tamga Of Heaven

11. The Riders From Hell

Once Upon a Time in

MONGOLIA

2010

Black SmitH Studio

1. Temuyjin*®

2. Four Kinds Of Khoomei Singing
3. Version 1

4. Version I

5. Whistling

6. The War

Ethnic album

100




7. Tatar Tatlaga

8. A Tale Of Old Spirit*

9. Kadarchy Kys

* B YouTube A E A MV 1y H
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