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ABSTRACT

CONFRONTING PAST WOUNDS AGAIN:
EMOTIONS, ANGER AND JUSTICE
by

YU-JEN REN

August 2019

ADVISOR: CHIA-MING CHEN, Ph.D.

DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR: POLITICAL THOUGHT

DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS

KEY WORD: Emotion, Anger, Sympathy, Sense of Justice, Transitional
Justice

During democratic transitions, when it comes to redressing legacies of massive human
rights abuse, forgiveness and reconciliation usually seem superior to anger and refusal
to forgive. Therefore, this article questions: Is anger always harmful to a person and a
community? Does it possess moral and political significance and values for a person
and a community in transitional justice? To answer above questions, firstly, this paper
discusses both Nussbaum's and Brudholm’s theoretical arguments about anger. Clarify
the nature of anger and provide an assessment of anger as moral values. Secondly, the
paper illustrates Améry’s ressentiment to show how anger with regard to the judgement
of injustice provides moral and political values in reality. Third, based on Solomon’s
judgement theory and discussions on sympathy and vengeance, the paper explores
moral and political values of anger regarding the judgement of injustice in a
post-conflict society. Finally, the paper introduces the case of Taiwan to the scholarship.
In conclusion, the article points out that anger helps shape the sense of justice of the
individual and gives the individual the power to fight against injustice. For the
community, it also helps to form a more inclusive, democratic and emotionally
connected democratic community.
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%4 F 4L kR : Barcelo, J. (2017). The Emotional Underpinnings of Attitudes toward
Transitional Justice. Political Studies, 66(2), 480-502.

4L > 1

Barcelo 5 7 iRIZRiGE B (% 0 FR % & ITT anficdy (7 5 Set 2 41 enFOR o iR
#2008 &£ & 317 4+ € 4 A ¢« (CIS, Centro de Investigaciones Sociologicas ) &
717 2007 & e zofhi2 | WS enS B o 302036 S E A v g $a h
PSR o PHE LY EF® YR L KrciE (Francoist regime ) 7% T X > {o

T K R BT A o $P A B A K (1939-1975) (iR 0 1R $0 7
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Dependent variable: desire for transitional justice

) (2) (3) {4y (5) (&)

Discrere emotions
Anger 0.615= (0.05) 0.4 1% (0.05) 0.37%= (0.05) 0.38%* (0.05) 0.34%* (0.05)
Fear 0.44% (0.06) 0.4 1% (0.06) 0,399 (0.06) 0.4 1% (0.06) 037+ (D.06)
Sadness 0.1 7%= (0.05) 0.1 6% (0.05) 0.1 8% (0.05) 0. 19+ (0.05) 0.1 745+ (0.05)
Indifference —0.51% (0.08) —0.37%+ (0.08) —0. 37 (0.08) —0.34%%F (0.08) —0.32%%* (0.08)
MNostalgia —0.59% (0.13) —0.30%* (0.13) —0.30%F (0.13) —0.26%% (0.13) —0.25% (0.13)
Patriotism —0.62%= (0.12) —0.27%* (0.12) —0.26%* (0.12) —0.30°* (0.12) —0.29%= (0.12)
Pride —0.54%% (0.1 3) —0.25% (0.13) —0.26%% (0.13) —0.22% (0.14) —0.23*% (0.13)

Individual factors
Gender 0.06 (0.05) 0.01 (0.05) 0.01 (0.05) 0.003 (0.05) 0.003 (0.05)
Age [0—1] —0.S&+FF (0.1 1) — 0404 (0.1 1) — 04T+ (0] 1) —O_49F (0. 12) —0.54%% (0.1 1)
Education [0—1] —0.3 3 (0.09) —0.33%= (0.09) —0.33%= (0.09) —0.33%** (0.09) —0.36%%* (0.09)
Municipality size [0—1] 0.09 (0.08) 0.01 (0.08) 0.02 (0.08) 0.03 (0.08) 0.07 (0.02)
Religiosity [0—1] —0. 48 (0.08) —0.43%= (0.08) —0.42%= (0.08) —0.4 15 (0.09) —D.37%==* (0.08)
Ideclogy [0—1] — 1.94%== (0. 15) —1.68%=== (0. ]4) — 1.65%=== (0] 4) —1.57=== (0.16) — 1.5 1%=* (0. 16)
Ideology DK 0.01 (0.09) 0.09 {0.09) 0.12 (0.09) .12 (0.09) 0.06 (0.09)
Interested in politcs [0—1] 0.12 (0.09) 0.10 (0.09) 0.07 (0.08) 0.08 (0.09) 0.10 (0.09)
Knowledge scale [0—1] 0.11 {0.07) 0.06 (0.07) 0.03 (0.07) 0.04 {0.07) 0.08 (0.07)

Socialization factors

Vicumiz atiomn
Arresced 0.10 (0.09) 0.14 (0.09) 0.09 (0.09) 0.08 (0.09)
Imprisoned 0. 14 (0.09) 0.10 (0.09) 0. 12 (0.09) .12 (0.09)
Sacked —0.05 (0.12) —0.02 (0.12) —0.02 {(0.12) —0.01 {0.12)
Fined 0.30°%* (0.12) 0.29%* (0.12) 0.29%= (0.12) 0.27%* (0.12)
Exiled —0.05 (0.11) —0.08 (0.11) —0.09 (0.1 1) —0.08 (0.11)
Executed 0.28%F (0. 10) 0.33F (0.10) O30 (0. 10) D25 (0. 10)

Dependent variable: desire for transitional justice

n (2) (3) () (5) (&)
Politicizacion
Talked about politics [0—1] 0.13 (0.09) 0.09 (0.09) 0.09 (0.09)
Family ideclogy [0—1] —0.25% (0.13) —0.18 (0.13) —0.14 (0.13)
Contextual factors
Catalonia O.44%=== (0.07) 0.38%== (0.07)
Basque Country 0705 (0.11) 0.58%== (0.10)
Galicia 04375 (0.09) 0.4 1#F (010}
Andalucia 0.39%+ (0.06) 0.3 1%== (0.06)
Constant 3.62% (0.10) 2 474 (0.05) 3.53% (0.11) R L (PR b 3514 (0.12) 3.3 (0.12)
Observations 2428 2630 2378 2378 2275 2275
Rz 0.25 oT 0.26 0.28 0.28 0.30
Adjusved R? 0.24 o 0.26 027 0.27 0.29
Residual std. error [N} 114 1.09 1.08 1.07 1.06

The symbol [0—1] indicates that varables are rescaled from 0 to I
“p<0.1; =p<0.05; ==p<0.01

5

%4 F 4L kR : Barcelo, J. (2018). The Emotional Underpinnings of Attitudes toward
Transitional Justice. Political Studies, 66(2), 480-502.
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97 4 3 A0 B g
Elster % /7 I fasc A ~ Mo L FEA 0 ;&%ﬁ]#ﬂ- 35 AR B
(retributive emotions ) i& T 1454 %] & ff# (anger )~ & + f ;% ¢11% 1 ( Cartesian
indignation ) ~ }% {% (hatred ) ~ #= 4R (contempt ) ¥2 &7 2 £7 5 4¢ 5% ¢4 {f (Aristotelian
indignation ) » T iHE B G BIFTHP R DT LEFEFHED - FRIAARFF AH
BEIME  LF5 AR: Bid A40md $471 A oy e Le
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