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Abstract

The objective of The Trend of Xiequ during Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern
Dynasties is to explore the xiequ phenomenon during this era and its contributing
factors. As the western humor theories is already well developed, they are able to
provide much reference to the purpose of this dissertation. As such, this dissertation
first provides an introduction to three major humor theories—the Superiority Theory,
the Relief Theory and the Incongruity Theory. Of which, the Incongruity Theory
provides the most holistic view on humor, it therefore serves as the main theoretical
reference of this dissertation. The chapter regarding xiequ in Wen-Xin Diao Lung is the
earliest Chinese theoretical analysis on xiequ. Liu Xie graded the three objectives of
xiequ—admonishing, entertaining and mocking, in terms of their morality. However,
there is another objective of xiequ which Liu Xie had not mentioned, that is adopting
a conduct of ridiculosity to repel coveters. Among four purposes of xiequ, entertaining
and mocking are most common. As for observing the trend of xiequ, this dissertation
focuses on the literary essays of xiequ and situational dialogues respectively. For
literary essays, the authors of the era introduced new content that no longer
emphasized on format and propriety, into traditional genres that suggested otherwise.
It was done so via imaginary characters and fanciful plots to lay criticism on current
affairs. In the meantime, the authors also were more than willing to take on distasteful
topics and techniques. They were almost too keen to disregard propriety and offend
others. For situational dialogues, xiequ enhanced portrayal of personal tastes and
social events. Xiequ was also evident in public opinion. Due to moral compulsion, the
public opinion was usually shaped as brief comments or doggerels to mock certain
people, events and phenomena. Xiequ with an admonishing purpose was in decline in
this era. Xie An is the only exemplary figure in this regard. Xiequ where one adopting
a conduct of ridiculosity reached pinnacle during the end of Wei and the beginning of
Jin, in which Ruan Ji and Liu Ling of the Seven Sages of Bamboo Grove were the most
iconic figures in this regard. Tao Yuan Ming from a later period no longer had the same
intensity as Ruan and Liu. The popularity of xiequ during this era could mainly be
attributed to the diminishing influence of Confucianism as the domineering zeitgeist
and its position was taken over by Taoism. The concept of dualism in Taoism
underscored various incongruity and contradiction, which coincided with the
mechanism of xiequ. In the meantime, the era had seen the clashes between the true
color of numerous usurpers and moral values. As such, many had diverted their service
toward the country to their families and clans instead. The portrayal of one’s talents
became the top life goal for many. The popularity of xiequ was heightened by the

political and social climate, as well as the shift in zeitgeist, and thus a sublime trend of
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xiequ was formed during Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties.
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