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Abstract

In the history of Taiwan literature, although the time Yuan, Zhesheng (1966-2004)
published his novels was short, his style, technique, and aesthetics in writing have all
attained a certain integrity, and the artistic level of his creativity was both remarkable
and deep. Through a systematizing analysis followed by a close reading of his works,
my thesis would like to propose a new contribution that further pinpoints the important
characteristics and style that make his novels long-lasting. My thesis basically proceeds
in three main steps: first, I sort out the life philosophy (including existence, love,
religion, and dignity) that was expressed through the personae in Yuan’s writing. Second,
I tackle the following representative structures of narration in Yuan’s writing: metonymy
of images, repetition of sentences, and short series connections, to show that packing
images rich in implication is a purposeful characteristic of his writing. By looking into
the above structures of narration, I go on to show how Yuan thereby strengthened the
layering of his texts and the themes in them. Third, I emphasize that the language
characteristic of Yuan’s novels shows that ‘the novel can be poetry’. With this statement
as a unique aesthetic point-of-view in his writing, in addition to managing visual images,
I further discuss his unusual capture of sound in words. For this matter, I propose that,
firstly, he played with poetic rhythm. Secondly, he explored ‘the vision in hearing’
which was the so-called ‘penetrating visual angle in the space of the novel’. Thirdly, he
revealed the strength of writing through indirect narration and leaving blanks (as in
mentioning a bird’s sound for describing the tranquility of a mountain) in order to
symbolically turn the meaning of words into multiple forms. Fourthly, he restored flows
of meaning in the photo-like still images, the sad but unwilling moment of realizing the
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necessary loss of life, and anchored them, with great compassion, in words, in novels.
My discussion shows readers that Yuan used the above skills to accumulate plots and
conflicts for attaining the moment of a sudden turning point that was literally precise,
short, but surprising, and yet corresponded to the ambiguity of meaning. He also grew
from within the still image, in the world of his ambiguity, the weight, the life, and the
soul of his creative technique. Through such textual analysis, we are more ready to read
deeply into the simplicity of his work, as in the ending of the first half of the “Monkey,”
Yuan used as few words as “it started to rain” to show that the more remote and simple
the words appear to be, the more focused the emotion that can be evoked. We can also
learn fruitfully from reading into “The Goats that are Still in the Tree” the ‘sliding
structure’ of life, i.e. the feeling of sliding away from heaven as life inhumanly unfolds.
I therefore proclaim that it is the combination of the above writing skills that forms
Yuan'’s strength of words, the beauty of which can be briefly put as ‘ending a drawing of
a dragon by a touch of its eyes.” And with all the reflection and scrutiny in reading, I
share with readers the core spirit, the energy, as well as the disposition that I found in

Yuan’s words.

Keywords: Yuan Zhesheng, Novel, Narrative structure, Style, Aesthetics, Symbolic

images, Lyrical language
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