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Capillarity, involving the absorption of a liquid by a tube, is a commonplace
phenomenon in the macroscopic world. The phenomenon can be characterized by the
contact angle formed between the meniscus and the tube. In this study, we would like to
test if this macroscopic theory of capillarity could also be applied to the nanometer scale.
We studied the dynamical behaviors of molten silver (Ag) nanodroplets drawn into the
hollow cores of multiwall carbon nanotubes (MWCNTS). The capillary action occurrs
when the ratio of the average diameter of a molten Ag droplet to that of a MWCNT’s
inner core is below a critical value. With the systematic experiments on various size
combinations of the Ag droplets and CNTs, we discover that the critical ratio value for
absorption declines from 1.7 to 1.2 as the CNT’s inner diameter decreases from 8 nm to
2.5 nm, implying that capillarity at the nanometer scale exhibits a size-dependent nature.
This finding is important for understanding the capillarity at the nanoscale and for
applying it to the fabrication of CNT composites. By continuous capillary absorption of
molten Ag nanodroplets, a one-dimensional Ag nanowire with specific length can be

made in the CNT and shown in this article.

Key word: capillary, carbon nanotube, silver, nanoparticle, nanodroplet, nanowire
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BR > Flig AL LRGN F A 2078°C~2403°C> P L5 AR ET T A F R
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BEAGHLIE0 FR T g ehlA s EAae Pl sk mimia g
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(a)

(b)

[30] .

B 1.9 (@) f4f tr X ALE N DR A BIRETS

(D) F @ iR fedf B &R R DARPEH T

400+ @ Increase temperature
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T 1004 F°
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13 % KRF S w#

ggﬁﬁaaé’ﬂé%%m%ibﬁﬁ&+m&aﬁ£ﬁwuaﬂ%&m

PR EHBAR TGS RBEF AN A mE 7 - LE2 - o

131 E R v gl v 2

SR AT R E KA SRR DA R S HP R
BEAREF IS wP2F o FR LT FLREARE TS - PR P
ﬁéi’ﬂ?%ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂVﬁ*%?Eﬁ:

(1) i % = ;* (Chemical method)?®? » pb ;2 3 & B4 i 5 REH P F LR H
£33 B F(F B AE)DI0E Bhyen e Bl 1.10(a) ¢ o BT 0 202 Fla
FH¥ERE E cdE RAVA KB R 0 H R - ERG SR 3 o

(2) i § # % B r gt ¥ (Opening CNTs with oxygen) %3 » 4 :i § & £ 4 2 7 ma
ToOBELRBI A NT00 CRRERLAR S K ME LA T AERLY 67
ﬂﬁmﬁ?%%lw@’ﬁﬁﬁpﬁ@%pﬁgﬁ% TS R AR
¥z L EYE 2 Y 4 3 2000 °C ~ 2100 OCgsaJ%]p\ she gt VR A AR AR T & T
RARE ST RS  RAT]LF F R EREAR T IR
ARSI FI A A P B IT R E iR

(3) §inskit #% (Electrically driven vaporization) B% » 4-@ 1.10(c)¥ + & 3 B+
70 B wF (bamboo) g HE A E F LA I F B R AT S 4 o L R 4
Fead AR E P ARRATT - BT e 40 110(C)¢ TAREBATT 0 B R
HAVI iR > 20 A3 - BLITRREF > 942 S0uAS [ hT IR g
WA S F R AT w7 IR E B B e

(4) 3% s+p% ¢ (Field emitting CNTs) % £ 38 tomt § &2 B Ay — S5 TR % 4c -
BB OEKAE B R AR AR S e PR AR R R BT R A
P kg AE e B EAFGE AT LREEER v 500k > 4o 1.10(d) ¢ A
oo FRARE L B RE RN 0 B BHE SRR P RRERF D
oo BB o B R A R TR Y TR T ;H#m’é FRCE o
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(5) TEM™ Tk 4> % 3 & a & (In situ tailoring of CNTs in TEM) P » @ 1.10(e) ¥

ZEF -SRI ZAMEERS THEE T A TRT I REER A B 1.10(e)
B iR P] 5 A BATRLR DY g g (telescope) i o BB 4 X ATEMP e+ # #
FEFEM RS R AE T RESIEY PR > W BB BT R <
oo R R EFSEPNREE TS AR R E B4 X 2 4 (van der Waals
force)p » ic Sy #ptp enp F RS QIR RS TR & R T R
7o de@) L10(F)#7f Blemi@Ae o 02 E R R EES AFS S R LR
PECE R BTV R WITRFLE LR DR R S e e

g

Current (nA)
- & %
5 S
et gy
s -
a:;;:?._'.:.v
niv) (A
8 % %
UD
o /
(/

wwwwww

Bl 110 T BE(FB v & 4 A H b 2 o o0F Bl % 2 TEMB Bl o ()5 1 8 2 2 k3 4

AE a3 am e P ) e F B AL F Y BT TO0ORE o kR R TS
ey B
#B% @yq1» FUE AR S A h IR B R TR EATRFT BER v R

CBFERRE D AHP e THRE BB THREHP il k5

N

P (@)t d e F RS ARG W 0 R e 7o 2 s gl (e g s
THNMREDTERZT S R ERME N 7 BB EIF LSRRI DY BEGHED

SR E R E S TRRAAFTA A TRP AR ER DA T THT OB SR AR

. [38]
'F o
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1322 w22V REBR G & B2 %8 o il

%D. Schebarchov{rS. C. Hendysr#= 3 ¢ » ahgat £ st % 17 2 2R
BREERRFOL T F A DEE R PR F oY B %
e ped o 2 & 44T L11(a)Y hz A8 e W12 0 ()4 deok B 2 A7 R qe i % (i)
WEARY R A IS TR R R ()% 23t S > FE T R RIE R F AT T
e R4 (2 ry ) fert P R &R R4 L (2pc0os6,/r) LRI

CR GRSl 2R RORR F A AR S o E T eniE i

T, -1
n [E ij < (8)
L) Ccoso,

R RGP RRRGF O S R R L i 2 R R R Gk %

stz vk B PR RS EnRA e A RFEHE R A DiEE > AL IE
111" & p e & Ga > A8 30~ T4l o B A& i G Fl5RE e
TR AR e R RBGR B () SR E ()i £ 4 5 AT, R R (i)
BREOSRBLLAT,  FRY AP AENFREL R UL, RIF- > ke
A BRARDIH T, frd, B BRI BRPE F 5, <0
PEo R EEP R R MOREFE AR RFHER R ER A RA(40R 1.11()
PR ERR) o B AYE o F 2R g aFEREG)SE § 0, <0 0 3
A RF € A AR B R L A, o KR LAL(D) R T A P AR
it G R A LT, SR SRS L S R T et G
U RFAMS e REF RS T 2IRE G 2 R AR A A0
1R TG REG AR E By E(TE R ) RF)PFE 0,1 € R
B g R fF A gk #3060, <90° > 6, =0i2F MR A § 6, >90° pF
WO, =0 6 FT]- BRMEOHEF - BEFL 2xfunk Aol 2y'(6,)
PiEh A kg R 112 ¢ > piEE R 2 S A 2 jranifE i > B R LR

FEHE AL et WO, AN R BV @D ' =-1cosh, c iEBIEE A

P bR &3 - B f(energy barrier) > F % 6, >90° (PLIRE cnfR)pE A %

e

P& o G R B G da Rk BT 2o iR Y F R R - B R
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LF AR P S o BRI T - IR e e ard T g A
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FlL $30 - B R0, > FHARIF LR RIGE R ML EF AL e
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223 N = WE

B 1.13 41 * » 3+ & 4 & (molecular dynamics, MD)#-## 17 /2 » K83 8
Toerg it s (Pd)F (L2 23+1A) AE R 2K ALE (R A 22nm -~ £ T 1.5 nm)
Sofc s i B A2 B 1.13(a)¢ T g FIfR i h g okt AR RITNRA) nalb
TR 112 soiE > ERMAEG LN - FZLABE P BN mefT ) A
130° < 6, <145° p¥ » = ‘w3 o 4 B AR § A0 FRredh o B 113@) 2 L S mf
ﬁﬂi@ﬁi’a?§§ﬁ—fﬁ@iﬁiﬁﬁﬁl§;%&%ﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁmi F A2 4T 130°0
W R & ST AR 113(b) ¢ BLRT] > F R R T B MBSt B

S R T N Y AN AT
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133 2wt Bl w2 RGHiFE
HWBRBAERRF AR ERFEAFLE P RG Fe RS &Y
GRF AP PR TR PR P TS LS S N AR R K
BE S fechg kg A A VRS ARF ARl hERET S F 2 TR
TS L R e o AR BN DR F L o F LU@QAF R R
R F w L miEh KA F R RN AS T e TEME B2l - MY - B
BEEFAE Y ARG TALY » PR RRF- IS R o EE
BF g PIRE P2V slh FlRME 2 A RE NI L R AR o B
A AR B DS o AE R R Rl - B L140) LA 4
+# 4 B g 2 W =15(r =1 nm ~ r, =15 nm)enfe o kR f s

i

feF AR R ¢ RO BEFELEERRY - SRR KT (r,=25 nm»

,=2.5) FRLE B v S EE s 2 IRPSURCE PR o O Y T g Bl R R &
50120° g2 sipl B ¢ 124°4p3F o S & HLER AT T 0 4 B PR ay BT
dR - IEP L miEr o ks erd BenFl R e ke ek 0 {
Bleh- BEE G PR 4 ea BB S R i Tt»'g'—\ Fed JE A6, >90° ezt R
BiEET A MR AREONET R Rk o BiEL wmiE anfpg k¥

Ll g ¥ RS T B e jz (absorb) £2 2 1 (extract) gy 0 e 2 BRI -

DAL ALK R EAES 2 g A AR ek AR s 2 F R
P EFGEAARE e B2 B A2 AR LTI A £ kY o R
RS AR S I R U E R R FUECILR S S g
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21 R %inAE

(1) fi* RAER7] 5 K 2 F s g (multiwall carbon nanotubes, MWCNTS) % £ (Au)

ERAE g Py B Pk ap W& A(holder)i: B r A2 E D

=+ B s (ultrahigh vacuum transmission electron microscope, UHV-TEM)p gt 4

(stage) > w4tk & F Z 9 XYZ RJEHZ 2 K FRM BB Ed > 5 TRV
I IMPT TR 1 R A - TR o

(2) UHV-TEM } 5 +4v % - = d Attocubesh :£ B2 BT ¥ 2 & chp WE F T ix i

i

X Attocubeh e BER T F A B E G = AXYZiht Bk 2 2 A BB FER 0 &
BT E hm iR G Ak 1934 3¢ 7 WA Aigi(scanning tunneling microscope, STM) *
A (AUIE S > 44 § REET RSP RS B ke RS B~ T im0
do EFSERRHLNT NS A LE iR BT PR W AR
FHeA RS R e E DY o B G R T O SR )
T2 fa7 I p LB o MWCNTS -

(3) fI* 4% £ 2 T+ & 7% % (ultrahigh vacuum electron beam evaporator) 7 4% 42
Fo+ AMWCNTsF KRB B = 5423 K3 o 3t s 2 F UEAE T BTl
Har 2t AR R T rd il ot T

@ vt ez d e Al vipI TRESSE > BEARF R B2
BRG F R B B Tk S B pRt 82 8 2T (nanoparticle) » R %
1% LR F (nanodroplet) £ 7 g AL B © 2 SR AL E L SmeoT o

(G) d WAFHREVUREI P AR ZAMEE LR FORIAFRT &
FTREFEFFLG M AR ES e jtiE R TR % o

AL DL by R T AR Y VA UHV-TEM TR R R R E ~ 2
(charge-coupled device, CCD)# s BIE 12 2 FARL(TV) ki {7 TR &7 o
CCD &4k : & #) 2~3 frames -

TV 324 : = $) 30 frames -
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221 RBEZFHNT T HRE

5 %38 T+ M4t (transmission electron microscope @ # # TEM) .4 M.
Knoll 4= E. Ruska *t 1932 & # B > & 4 5if4vid foR b enT F P57 250 8 ek
et o RBTFES IR Z 4 Bl o BB T 1940 £ X 2T R e i
FEKR R X HRIET A L= AR
1) Sfeife: FTFHAFTEL R A PP MPF > 2 2 nd AL iEr - B R
Sl S ATH S L BF DTS PR R RRE K20 R 2 RIRP

o

Jok

(2) $Estife: T F R SESLE B EF PR P REA TR RS
LU LR ol kL
@) AP ¥ HEFE I 100A N TE 37 0 BEHE S LIRGR T L
W N R p T AP ensg i e
4 5 TEM & %a@ﬁﬁaJ’a—&m%%ﬁﬁiwﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg°

moAF R TR hE AR E TN T 5 8 Acs(ultrahigh vacuum  transmission
electron microscope » #§ # UHV-TEM) > 3|5 % JOEL JEM-2000V (4= %] 2.1(a)) » =
Bk gt (8 57 Bl 21Q)7 A R)PE T A S 5 5x10°%Pa 4vig T & L
200KV > 247 R 72 9 15A - B 210)R ETEMp £ 3 d5od T RS 22t 14
T LW o B 22()Ep Weng ok wik ko W kBA K AR 21@a@)° 0 B
Fro o JER & Sendh =B - 134 4 5% F k5% & doike(scanning tunneling microscope
STM)* ch4& $F4-(B 2.2(D) > @ &34 T3 £ 2k Tix v * keiF2 4 ¢ &
HBEARTE L LT AT RN R RT S5 Attocube 2 E 0 B 2.2(c)
gd)su s RT R o @ Bordppe il B o st - !%%ﬁflf fohe— B R GE S
TR E RN ikl APtk i RE STM@TEM i 5 -

23



Objective Aperture
Select Area Aperture

First Intermediate Lens

B 2.1 ()4
BICIRFEZTFIRZFTE DR ML) TF L EBTREHRS Huh

0
ot
by
o
(S
*h
=3

4
&
=
&

SARA L EE B R A kg ok ik

T e

B22@z f @iz ki @ 7 (0)#FH 7 EBHIFT DEFE(OLF 3 4
CRFCEORTFE A B2 (d)E F Mk @ AR # B ahAttocube # i E
frd 4l E
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222 RALZRFIAAHE

RAF BN BB NR AR DI EE ARG bk o il
BREHE LTI REAGFINFEAAEL FH > RANLI N BDFGEREF L
FHO ABEZZINBRBETHFINARAZES B o AR %k ATi2 * chf. OMICRON
UHV e-beam evaporator - %] % 5 EFM (Evaporator with integral Flux Monitor) 3 » }*
RERAS ET UHV-TEM prcnf 4o 2.3(a) 77 © B 2.3(b) 5 # % B 425
Blod®> N4e™ > ARTRITEZ > P UEFTERDERRAETINE -
d RS BN A FEEDEETER T R T BB TR o B RPE D
R (flux) #1210 nA 24 » ZEF2ZTRE T g FIEET B 3 F o
SOEREEFGIRA AP R T E R A  FHELE S BT ¢
P8 K LR ] o

o

Slide bearing ceramics
Barrel connector

Evaporant (rod)

= | e o A
LT | e et

-\| R T —
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23 BAFAKRE B RR R AFSYUC

231 7 ¥R TEUAR

GRER B AR Y LT AR A EAHT PRS0 HFe
ToEA o Mg A (HA 9995 %~ B A 02 mm)inE Ry A 1.6 mm ik
i 4B 2457 5 TEE - Y AR ARG Lmm A B E TR - X
BEH A > 4o B) 24(0) %2 LR & ST B fl 0 I Pk 4 ARRAT D30 T B A
Bk (B 2.4(C)) » 2R 1544 S dF enE 50 F B 2.4(0)hm R e T 8T 18 3] B 2.4(d)
A5k A &R B Rtk Sk (holder) o B 1T Jek T - B £ A4 F e
~ A R Rk B @] 25() 7 Sk B B ACE Tz fhAt B L 0 Hen
RSB BANEL TR 6 0 B 25()¢ i it W 250)7 &

;IE’» g %ﬁ}%ﬁ P\ —JFI: I]J Ej’——]_’%/; ]/z\ ]

(a) lmm | Auor Cu (99.95%)
1.6 mm 3
0.2 mm thickness

(b)

L/

(¢) F——— (d)

»
b/ |

B 2.4 7 %07 Rt (AR -
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232 TAREHE KAY 2 25

T & i (electrophoresis) .34 & fmenfF+ A Z B %4353 55 7 3T 0 JpEIY 4R
T TR R E B 0 4ol 26T o F TS & A F B ALE R
Il enig &AL 5 7 41845 ¢ A& (electrophoretic migration velocity) » 2t i# & €53 T 3
MAEMRIET AT 0 A B GRS F L s 4o @] 2.6(D) 57T o

LM% K2 A E (Alfa, 3-24 nm in diameter, stock#43197) # ke W B
Az (Isopropanol, IPA) 2% ® » % 4c— 2T B (4 F 5~7TMHz ~ =15 8V)
25(h)¢ hd 7 P TR o AJIFE R AR E B REED O AR FRF AR
LR N AR E A KT BRISE P FE M E R e IPA B - - FRME &
R AARE EMMNLA IR B X BES] doW 2.5(C)7 R B AT e
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(a) Anode

cathode
+++
+ +
+ + ‘
++

(b) ( Electric Field

Electrostatic
Force

Fl26@awHFsweT 0 31§ T RS AKEA ESS  (D)T AR

¥
FREGHTH T ET R o WAL M-

233 44U E

B g M(E S 03 mm- £ A H 1.2~15 cm)* &+ & A F s o

ey

i

»EBMRHCI T f2%7Y N1V E T EFTIE NEA LT £ RNHTT 3R

¢

BF AL R DELPNL D EF LMD e 2 WA GRS 2 51
* @ Az (methanol); iz i > v (B 5B 2.2(b)° KliFieiEis g dEdst - £ kL
BREMEEKRALT AR HE¥ra N A 100 BEEREERSFTE X wic- B
Bo P A RARNFEEMT R - s hadésnd el 091 cm> &4
M ELDT - VAR R N L Y e E w0 BEEBE
B2 e s ERTEM PN - B 2.7 5 UHV-TEM ™ s 5)2c+ & % 5 150

B E AR R 0 3 Bl 5 30K B 5 TEM B2 1R -
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Bl27 %+« 2% 5 150 BRFEZTIHMEN EHFELTG 2 547 257 Fhk
RN LRAZARE DS T EFES o B 5 30k BRF T AR E -

24 2 FREL mEAREFRIHRRLEY

Z415%§$ﬁ§1kﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ'

%HESTM@TEM i st B2 S BB BT EHE 7 P P8R DI K 2 F
BLEAR > BERT AT RIFEL T FRIRER AR E T IR hiE > §
BA A ECE €O e BBk o d b A R AAE 0 6 B RACE 1.9(e)¢ Y iR
4% 4 (telescope)®™ o F T % K ALE WET > B L S B ERIREET S K 2
Foa g R R ORE PN 0 e AR B A T T 0 B
LT RALFRT ’%ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%QJ**Wﬁ%ﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁwﬁ
1 B 4 (van der Waals force)p » & ez f B E 185 & 7 K AUE 2w Akdd 41k >
AT ELG RSO AME c BR&RY 0 50 L oRFOEI AN B
G E R BT B $R Kk RS B e 0 4o 2.8(8) ¢ ST 0 BLE 4o
2w TACE AR B AR 0 B EE R AR R BUR S K
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RE S g e E Y do W) 28(0) g Fleb o F BB E R et § el
PSR B oo s B S ) RRT PR o B e T B
B U b R e T 4 R ez K BE Ao ) 2.8(c-d) AT RE T el e A (L F
R iTenz F A E B o adh L) 2 42 Awﬁ-wﬁzs@wﬁw PN

B o FE SR R LS k- ki
R &Y o XA LG R R R E IR E T REFAZ RS o ok

Brsfp ot o 2 RRRCE AT e S EE o EAE R T e hos e
FiEd R E DR E TR EFS R R A - A2 A2 AL hpd
#7504l 2.9()% (b)#7r o B 2.9(a-C)FR A - & P i & REPEE KR Sk
¥R ATEMBE 2 - 4pF ¥ 0 B 2.9(d-)? L5 F R4 5B ATEMBE Y
i@i?%é@%,%ﬁ@ﬁWrmgﬁi?uiﬁ%%c@2ww?“$ﬁ#%
PELCE IR A RE A lE E R 0 T g FIE S R R RG  R
205 (AR dE fAF A5k o B 2.10(@) 5 2 ﬁw B LT R R LK B K TEM
BB m B/ 2.10() £ F1* R+ = & F 'L~ 4 & (Atomic-scale finite-element method)
AYE R R ZZRFIAE KRR ma e g x dpnE 2
jEanl s 4120m -~ 496 nmE 576 nm v SR T P kP A KA E K iFL L
B * o
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oo iR s k2 ARG IITEAE . BB AF SRR P E R

B T TR R ARG L R0 A R TR R - S
T TR o e R T R R B g ]

W 2.9 if &4 % o AE BHER o @O T RE DK HT 5 F 3 TR
RS SRR TS SCHERETRT ST EE e LS E O SHEsl
IERESR P Y EEEEL LR
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Collapse :  Full Collapse
: Metastable: Stable
S evannbanis ;
SWCNT
o 8
(15,15)  (30,30) (n.n)
Circular
Stable :
Collapse Full Collapse
. Metastable : Stable
-,. ---------------- e
DWCNT @
(15,15) (36,36) (n,n)
Circular
Stable H
Collapse 3 Full Collapse
Metastable : Stable
oINS o s
TWCNT @
o n
(16,16) (42,42) (n,n)
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