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ABSTRACT

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF FORESTLAND POLICY IN TAIWAN, 1945-2012
by
YU-WEI CHEN
July, 2012

ADVISOR(S): CHYUAN-JENQ SHIAU, Ph.D.
DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE
MAJOR : GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS

KEY WORD: forestland policy, forest conservation, land restoration, forestland policy in

Taiwan, national park in Taiwan, sustainable development

The conservation, development and utilization of forest lands and their resource
hide political power and the distribution of economic benefits, and they are embedded
in the complex structural system of politics, economy, society and culture. Forestland
policy shows different contents and appearances under different backgrounds of time as
well as political and economic structure. This study explored the development and
evolution of forestland policy from aspects of “development and utilization”, “forest

conservation” and “ land restoration” in the historical —structural context from the

viewpoints of government and civil society.

This study found out that the government adopted different value distributions and
policies regard to forest land under special political and economic structure in order to
maintain the regime in Taiwan. During the period of suppression of the
communist rebellion and authoritarian regime, the government developed forest land
and extracted the resources recklessly for the preparation of war, economic development
and sufficient finance. As the increase of national income, the awakening of
environmental consciousness, transformation of authorization system, energy release of
the civil society, the government has to face the issue of forest land conservation. On the
other hand, the policies and measures of forest land restoration may impact the
livelihood and rights of the mountain residents, special parties involved may use their

power and attempt to influence or change domestic forestland policies.
U



In a democratic and pluralistic society, there are many existing contradictions of
values and interests, conflicts and confrontations, the formation and decision of public
policies. All need more negotiation, coordination and inclusion between the government
and civil society. The environment of the mountain forest is vital for Taiwan to develop
of sustainability. How to take the environmental justice and the livelihood of the
residents into account while maintaining justice between generations which would be a

big challenge for the government when promotes land restoration policy currently.
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