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Abstract

This thesis aims to analyze the Idealist thought of Thomas Hill Green and its relation 
to the transformation of British Liberalism in the late nineteenth century. It would be 
suggested that there is a strong link between Green’s Idealism and his social concern. 
More precisely, the intention of Green’s Idealist thought was to solve the 
philosophical paradox and social problems caused by prevailing Classical Liberalism 
and Scientific thoughts. This study argues that, by demonstrating the relation between 
‘eternal consciousness and self-consciousness’, ‘common good and self-realization’,
and the ‘real freedom’, Green tried to coordinate the conflict between individuals and 
the society, and to lay down the rational foundation of religious faith.

With the same concern, Green’s political thought focused on the reinterpretation of 
the individual right and the role of the state. He repudiated the theory of natural rights, 
and contended that rights are established by social consensus. In Green’s view, the 
functions of rights and governments are both to pursue the common good. It is from 
this point combined with Green’s definition of ‘real freedom’ that Green endorsed the 
intervention of the state even at the expense of citizens’ (juristic) freedom. This study 
shows that Green applied such discourse to support the ‘positive social reform’
undertaken by the state, for instance, the national education policy and the limitation 
on the freedom of contract.    

In the second part of this thesis, it delineates the internal connection between Green’s
thought and the ideology of New Liberalism. It is obvious that both thoughts are 
emphasizing the importance of social reform; however, this study points out that their 
closer affinity lies in their similar interpretation of Liberalism. On the harmony of the 
individual and the collective, the so-called ‘positive freedom’, and the meaning of 
private property, the New Liberalists followed Green in the same way. In this sense, 
the Idealism of Green played an crucial role in the transformation of the British 
Liberalism.

Keywords: Thomas Hill Green, Classical Liberalism, New Liberalism, Idealism, 
Self-realization and Common Good, Social Reform
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University Press, 1964; repr. Maryland: University Press of America, 1983), p. 345.
12 (Labour 
Movement, 1893) (Liberalism, 1911) (Social Evolution and 
Political Theory, 1911) (Metaphysical Theory of the State, 1918)
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23 1892-1895 ( )
24 W. H. Greenleaf, The British Political Tradition, vol. 2, The Ideological Heritage (London: Methuen, 
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1 1689 (the Bill of Rights) W. H. 
Greenleaf, The British Political Tradition, vol. 1: The Rise of Collectivism, (London: Methuen, 1983), p. 
16

(James Mill, 1773-1836)
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Bellamy, Liberalism and Modern Society, pp. 47-48.
17C. Roberts & D. Roberts ( ) ( 1986 ) 812-814
18Bellamy, Liberalism and Modern Society, pp. 3-4.
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(London: Macmillan, 1914), p. 409.
22 Richter, The Politics of Conscience, p. 268.
23 J. L. Hammond, Gladstone and the Irish Nation (London: Longmans, Green, 1938), p. 544. cited in 
Clarke, Liberals & Social Democrats, pp. 7-8.
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25 W. H. Greenleaf, The British Political Tradition, vol. 2, pp. 103-105.
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iii, ed. J. M. Robson et al. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
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28 Barker, Political Thought in England, 1848-1914, pp. 9-10.
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Formation of the X Club, 1851–1864”, Isis 89:3 (1998), p. 411.
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25

59

1864 (Pius IX, 1846-1878)

Syllabus of Errors)
60 1870

(‘the doctrine of papal infallibility’)

(John Keble, 

1792-1866 (J. H. Newman, 1801-1890)

63

57 (J. Wellausen) (Prolegomena to the History
of Israel, 1878, 1883) (E. Renan) (Life of Jesus, 1863) (J. R. Seeley)

( Ecce Homo,1866)
58 Stromberg, An Intellectual History of Modern Europe, pp. 390-392. Gooch, Europe in the 
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75 Beatrice Webb, My Apprenticeship, pp. 179-80 quoted in Richter, The Politics of Conscience, p. 135.
76 Letter from Green to Holland, 9 January, 1869, Paget (ed.), Holland, Memoir and Letters, pp. 31-33. 
quoted in Richter, The Politics of Conscience, pp. 30-32.
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