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The government ethics departments of our country were first set up as parts of the
security divisions of the government in 1992 and then restructured into becoming the
backbone of the system against corruption in our country. Due to the neglect of
legislative strategies, proper affirmation has never been given contrary to the effective
performances to this day. People expect an honest and capable government and every
one of the senior officers solemnly pledge to devote to the establishment of a
government against corruption. Yet in the process the re-organization of the government,
each department stops at nothing to fight for the specific number of personnel. The
government ethics departments evidently didn’t receive the deserved size of

organization or specific number of personnel, even declining so far as being given up.

This paper will be directed at the three main functions of the government ethics
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departments: prevention works, investigation works, and maintenance works. Concrete
examinations and suggestions will be given with regard to the essential meanings and

the difficulties in the current situation.

Government ethics works are a part of administrative management. Prevention works
must be done with the fundamental principle of “for the good of others”. Different
departments have their own different brand of problems, and this demonstrates the
localization needed for government ethics works. The key to investigation works is the
right of enquiry under the law. Senior officers have the power to take disciplinary
actions against people and to make the decisions, while the government ethics
departments should fulfill and keep to the duty of advisors. But to expose “Criminal
Responsibility” is a legal responsibility and obligation, not be intervened by anyone.
Maintenance works are an important link to national security details, which must
operate according to clearly designated regulations and have clear-cut organization as

well as cooperation to execute properly.

Prevention, investigation, and maintenance all have one common cause, which is “to
discover and to give detailed accounts of the problem”, and that’s the way to manage or
provide improvement methods. Accumulation of related knowledge and experience is
needed. Government ethics officers must strive to learn professional knowledge, and the

government ethics departments should work on knowledge management.

Government ethics departments should keep to the advisor unit role and serve the
purpose of the department in order to escape the “planted within departments” role
placement and to change being distanced from circumstance. Simultaneously, we can
use the current functions and work methods to build our own discourse and performance

result strategies: make use of our own strategic thinking abilities, take out our own
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products, direct different ways of marketing tailored to the different “clients”.

All administrative executions are according to law, so changing the laws is a
necessary means and inevitable process. I suggest that in “Act of the Establishment and
Management of the Government Employee Ethics Units and Officers” , investigation be
added to the list of items under the administer of government ethics departments,

13

meaning “ the power of investigation in regard to the corruption and illegally
circumstances in the government . I also suggest to add the work detail of “Law of
Governing Ethics Department's power”, and to make “Law of Governing Ethics
Department's power” as the standard.

From the angle of implementing policies, the nature of a public policy and its success
or failure, effectiveness or ineffectiveness are decided by the many decisions and
accomplishments after said policy is set up. The construction of a government against
corruption still has much room for improvement in the system prospect, especially the
organization and personnel number authorization of the government ethics

departments. We have confidence in the will of the people to strive for goodness, and

that a government against corruption isn’t just a slogan or empty talk.
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