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Abstract

This paper aims to study the characteristics of Lu You's classical essays, and their
relationship with Ou-Su guwen. Being a literary master in the Zhongxing period of the
Southern Song Dynasty, Lu You doesn't only obtain great achievements in poetry and ci,
but also inherits the fine traditions from classical essays in the Northern Song Dynasty,
having his own guwen style. The situation after the southward retreat, the prevalence of
Ou-Su wen, Lu's family background, social relationships and life experiences are all the
important factors affecting the formation of his guwen characteristics. From his works,
we can further discover the characteristics distinct from other writers'. First, contrary to
most Song Dynasty essayists' interests in arguments, Lu You is better at narrating
characters and landscapes. The former is performed through various narrating
techniques and lifelike depictions of characters of all kinds, while the latter is
represented through the vivid description of scenery. Second, his essays have a tendency
to express emotions, including his patriotism, remembrance of old acquaintances, sigh
for aging, and feelings towards objects, which are the motifs continually appearing in
his works and reveal his sentimental character. Third, though shrouded in the trend of
Neo-Confucianism, Lu's classical essays are still rich in literati's interests. Through the
description about his indulgence in poetry, ci, calligraphy, and painting, we can get to
know another aspect of his life. Fourth, his essays reflect his pragmatic thoughts.
Despite the fact that Lu You's thoughts are compatible with Buddhism and Taoism, he
still stands firm on the ground of being a Confucian intellectual. Furthermore, in his
discourse about the three schools of thoughts, he selects the aspects with practical utility,

instructive meaning, and ways of dealing with people. Finally, as for the styles of the



whole classical essays, like his poetry, could be roughly divided into two styles of
haozhuang and xiandan. With increasing age, the pingdan style becomes more and more
apparent. However, the impassioned tune still occasionally appear in his works.
Investigating the relationship between Lu You and Ou-Su's Guwen, which
represents that of the Northern Song, we can find out that Lu indeed inherits different
aspects from Ouyang Xiu and Su Shi. What Lu learns from Ou are mainly writing
methods, content and style. For character description, Lu follows Ou's examples of
highlighting persons in genres like xu (preface), ba (postscript), and ji. Because of their
profound historical erudition, both of them inherit Shi Qian's narrative techniques, such
as recording the major deeds, describing the contrast in a character, and so on. Their
common admiration for heroes or courageous people project their ideals at that time and
reflect part of their character. For the lyrical style, Lu and Ou are similar in their
frequent remembrance of old friends, showing their cherishment of their friendship, and
the sigh for aging, expressing their sensitiveness to the passage of time confronted with
the reality that it's difficult to achieve their ambitions. Moreover, Lu You also imitates
Ou's specific articles, for instance, on the composition, the figure of speech, and similar
remarks of ji. For the writing of botanical pu (register), the comparison between
philosophical interests and nostalgia reveal their difference. As for what Lu learns from
Su, those mainly lie in the writing spirit, human dignity, and self-cultivation. Lu You's
emphasis on qi in his writing actually extends from Su's treatises on qi in purpose to
improve the literary climate and morale. Lu also emulates Su's optimism and
open-mindedness in difficult positions, represented through jocular and humorous
writing. His writing of short genres can be attributed to Su's creations. Those works are
not only inspired by Su's enlargement of subject matters and literariness, but also
represent diverse styles and features. Both deeply influenced by Buddhism and Taoism

iv



for similar backgrounds, the portrayal of Buddhist monks, Taoist priests and the
description of the friendship between them are their common points. Compared with
Su's interests in philosophical explorations and arguments, Lu often shows his concerns
as a Confucian, or directly expresses how he is influenced by Buddhistic and Taoistic
thoughts. From the above discussion, Lu You certainly takes Ou-Su guwen as his
paragons and inherits much from them. On the one hand, it reveals Ou and Su's
far-reaching influence on the after ages; on the other hand, through Lu's well digestion
and transformation of Ou-Su wen, his classical essays represent plentiful aspects and

form his own unique style and characteristics.

Keywords: Lu You, guwen (classical essays), Southern Song, Northern Song,
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