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Abstract
In 2006 , U.S. Food and Drug Administration ( FDA ) approved the first preventive

HPV vaccine, Gardasil. Four months later, the Government of Taiwan approved the
vaccine as well. However, it soon became a controversial issue whether this vaccine

should be part of the national immunization program in Taiwan.

With the advancement in biotech, it can be expected to have more vaccine with
different purposes available in the near future. How the vaccination policy should be
drafted and how priority should be justified will become an important issue.  This
study tries to clarify the current national immunization program in Taiwan and its

policy-making process by reviewing the HPV vaccine policy.

This study adopted literature review, in-depth interviews, as well as field
observation in collecting information.  With thematic analysis done by a systematic
collection, the result of this study may provide new insights to the decision maker

when drafting the national immunization program in the future.

Preliminary research reveals that even though Taiwan’s vaccine policy is equipped
with the framework mandated by WHO, such as for government to provide national
regulatory authorities, advisory committees, sound monitoring and information
systems, in reality, however, many structural hurdles still exist. Given the controversies
stemming from the HPV vaccine policy, there are opportunities for further review. In
addition to the issues related to follow-up monitoring and review which were due to
the lack of human and financial resources, there are also signs pointing to the following
issues: 1) inability for the ACIP to enforce its mandate, 2) mis-communications, 3)
political interference override evidence-based policy making principle, 4) lack of trust
in government bodies, and 5) challenges of diverse perspectives. Based on Amartya
Sen’s idea of justice, this paper makes the following policy suggestions: 1) the ACIP
could have more diversified members and to build partnership with HTA, 2) additional
support from higher level to better consolidate existing resources, 3) initiate external

monitoring process overseen by civilian organizations.

Keywords: human papillomavirus ( HPV ) vaccine; the national immunization program;
justice; evidence-based; participatory democracy.
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