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A Study on “Role Language” -Particular Focus on

Male Characters’ Expression of Games-

ABSTRACT

In the Japanese creation, it is possible to use different words and terms to render
characters’ features. This phenomenon can be explained by the concept called “Role
Language (yakuwarigo)”, which was advocated by Osaka University Professor Satoshi
Kinsui.

So far most of the studies on Role Language were to study some expressions having
a strong characteristic, such as the studies on elderlies’, socialites’, militaries’, infants’,
tsundere characters’, foreign characters’ Role Language. As far as the researchers can see,
comprehensive studies collecting some vague Role Language are still rare. The purpose
of this study is to clarify the still-vague Role Language.

In the respect of subjects, this paper focused on personal pronouns. In the respect of
predicates, this paper focused on sentence ending particles, request expressions and
imperative expressions. This paper attempts to discover the relationship between various
words or terms and the characters’ feature..

In this research, scope of the investigation is limited to otome games, story-based
video games that is targeted towards a female market. The focus of the investigation is on
the expressions of male characters in a series of the otome games, “Tokimeki Memorial
Girl’s Side”.

Based on the features of expressions observed in the scope, this paper analyzed what
kind of character has the image related to those expressions, and then studied male
characters’ Role Language comprehensively.

In the study on first person pronouns, “boku” and “ore”, the images of male
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characters can be divided into two major tendencies, including the more feminine and
more mild one (called “Soft” in this study), and the more rough and more manly one
(called “Hard” in this study). “Boku” has a “Soft” image, whereas “ore” has a “Hard”
image. The image of “watashi” is relatively close to “Soft”, but more importantly,
“watashi” has its own images of “adults, teachers, leaders”. In the study on second person
pronouns, “omae” has a “Hard” image, especially with a strong image of sports and
physicality. “kimi” has a “Soft” image, especially with a strong image of artists and
intelligence. “anata” has the more “Soft”image, and an comparatively introverted image.

In the study on sentence ending particles, the image varies with the frequency of
different sentence ending particles. It can be divided into the “NA Type”, which the
frequency of using “NA” is higher than “NE”, and the “NE Type”,which the frequency of
using “NE” is higher than “NA”. Most of the characters having a “Hard” image is “NA
Type”, and most of the characters having a “Soft” image is “NE Type”.

When analyzing the Role Language of request expressions and imperative
expressions, the character who has a specially high usage rate of the imperative form of
general verbs, has “Hard” image; the character who has a higher usage rate of “TE
KUDASAT” or “TE” in short, has “Soft” image.

There are other words and expressions linked to various images. Broadly speaking,
if which image (“Hard” or “Soft”) a male character has is known, some expressions can
be associated with the character.

After using another otome game to verify the results of this paper, it is observable
that when the characters have the same features, they will possibly use the same
expressions and speaking style regardless of different creations and writers.That is Role
Language. When we want to translate a dialogue into Japanese, or when we want to add

some features to a character’s speaking, this kind of data about Role Language is very
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useful in writing character’s Japanese dialogue. The knowledge of Role Language also
plays an important role in choosing the speaking style we want to use to show a

personality image to others.

Keywords: Role Language; Role Language Level; stereotypes; otome game; character;

correlation coefficient
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