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In the early 1980s, a group of young Taiwanese filmmakers acquired the
opportunity to shoot “new” films, apparently different from the “old” ones including
commercial and propagandistic cinemas in the practice of cinematic forms and contents.
At this period, scholars and film critics gathered supporting these newly starting out
filmmakers under the name of new film movement. The auteur theory was then
introduced into Taiwan and along with the recognition from international film festivals,
directors like Edward Yang, Hou Hisao-Hsien and their peers were positioned as
devotees and pioneers of art film in Taiwan. The position is constructed through
discursive formation based on the accomplishment of their film works. The name of
auteur from this point of view is nothing but historical footnotes and credits showing the

accumulation of cultural capital in the film field.

Challenging the general argument of auteurism of Taiwan New Cinema, this paper
turns the camera shot back to the origin stage. According to Michel Foucault and
Roland Barthes, the author is not a living subject as a human, but serves as an executive
agent that makes a series of discourses be practiced. In the case of Taiwan New
Cinema, the renowned directors from the film movement are not born auteurs. Instead,
they tried, tumbled and tackled the problem along with other film workers involving
editors, cameramen, screenwriters and so on. They worked as ‘“‘authoring group”
together developing their abilities on film and at the same time leading Taiwan cinema
to new life. Reviewing the early stage of the film movement clarifies the question that
the movement didn’t progress intentionally towards common goal, nevertheless the
filmmakers of this generation collaborated with fellows bearing the life of cinema and
achieving film works with cultural concern as well as aesthetic breakthrough. In the
case study section, this paper studies film works under the Name of Hou Hsiao-hsien.
By way of analyzing the framing, camera movement, light and shadow design in the
films, the final part traces how Hou’s collaboration with Mark Lee Ping-bing, the

cameraman, leads to the becoming of image in Taiwan New Cinema.

Key words: Taiwan New Cinema, field, auteurism, plural authors, Hou Hsiao-hsien,

Mark Lee Ping-bing, video-audio life
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