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Abstract

In light of the increasing prevalence of local literature, research and
the collection of historical documents pertaining to this field have
likewise expanded. Compared with existing research on topographical
novels or prose, research related to topographical poetry is relatively
sparse; hence, a need to further examine the classical poets and
topographical poetry exists undoubtedly.

This research will focus on the origins of the term “topographical
poetry", analyze the similarities and differences between "local poetry"
and "village poetry ", as well as explain why is “topographical poetry”
the subject of the research. The work of the research focuses primarily on
poetry in order to display "a sense of place", and the space and
perspective from which the author composes. It will also explore
expressions of humanistic thought, local identity, local memory and even
life philosophy from topographical poetry selections. Analysis will focus
on three acclaimed and senior poets: Lin Heng Tai, a poet coming from

Changhua, Shang Qin, a waisheng(%/4)soldier who retreated to Taiwan

along with the Nationalist army, and Yang Mu, who was born in Hualien
but spent extended period of time abroad after the age of twenty-four and
resulted in a sort of emotional aloofness towards Taiwan. Each of the
writers represents a different genre of local literatures in Taiwan.

The main purpose of this research is to identify the spirit which they
possess to compose “topographical poetry” in Taiwan, and the emotional
response towards “living space” inside their works.

Key words: topographical poetry; Heng Tai Lin; Shang Qin; Yang Mu; a sense of
place
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