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Towards A Pop Queer Theatre:

The Popular Artiface of Tsai Pao-Chang's Plays

Abstract

Since the year of 2000, issue-oriented queer theater has lost its
popularity and has gradually converged with mainstream commercial
theater. This paper intends to explore the needs and fantasies for Queer
Popular Theater through looking into the intimate relationship between the
uprising of queer theater and LGBT social movements and the decline of
politics within, and thus discover the ambiguity and uniqueness of the
manifesting strategies of Tsai Pao-Chang: queering popular melodrama
with gay/queer politics. This will provide Pop Queer Theater with a
reference for systematic development. This paper proposes the word "Pop
Queer Theater" in order to mark the interaction of queer theater and
popular theater, which takes features of both queer political theater and
popular theater. The artifices and themes of Tsai Po-Chang's script and
stage presentation established his renowned brand that teases the
queer/public agency, which challenges the social norm through its
strategies.

This paper focuses on Tsai Pao-Chang's Mulan, Quest and Amnesia
Episode I, and Re/turn, all narrate the main characters' exploring of self-
identity. Specifically, this paper observes the interaction between queer

representation and popular methods and proposes a queer reading on Tsai
iii
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Po-Chang 's texts, in which the playwright restructures melodrama and
produces the possibility of troubling the system.

By proposing a critique that juxtaposes popularity and queerness, this
paper aims connect the past and the future of queer lives on stage and open

up a new possibility for the development of Pop Queer Theater.

Key words : Pop Queer Theater, Tsai Pao-Chang, Melodrama, Queer Politics, Queer

Theatre
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BB R EE R B EER RS RN A58 - NETRT B LA
Gy o AL > TR HISHAS RIS - AR ELE BRI
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resistance ) - PIRIILER NLAE S 5L ~ BEEE ~ IBGE] - BEE - MENE ARG - 22
HESE - (HECZhEY T SRES 5 (popular strategies ) » B¢ AT B R ZE A= $HiaEE) - &
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FRR TR erh R 2 R ) - DA B SRR R R AP VIR 3w L (SR RS
BIPAIESRINIFE(2005-2015) ) OHilffgRiERA ERERAVEE - ZiRam s GERE
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