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ABSTRACT

Strategic Voting and Electoral Systems: Case Studies of Elections in

Taiwan, 1994-2014

by
RONG-TZU CHANG
January, 2016

ADVISOR(S) : YEH-LIH WANG, Ph.D.

DEPARTMENT : POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR : POLITICAL THEORY

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

KEY WORD : strategic voting, plurality system, Taipei City mayor election,
Kaohsiung City mayor election, presidential and vice presidential
election

This paper studies strategic voting of the five important elections in Taiwan from
1994 to 2014. These elections include three mayoral elections in Taipei City (1994,
1998 and 2006), one mayoral election in Kaohsiung City (2010) and presidential
election in 2000. The major political parties include Kuomintang (KMT), Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), and the so-called pan-blue political parties that withdrawn
from KMT while remain aligned to KMT. In these selected cases, despite of single-
member district, if there are more than two candidates, it is probable to appear
strategic voting, but it is not successful every time.

The following are the key findings of this paper:

1. There are two patterns of strategic voting. First, strategic voting are
successful in cases involving giving up a weaker candidate in favour of a
stronger substitute. Second, strategic voting fails in cases which poll rates of
target candidates are close.

2. There are three important factors that influence the outcome of strategic
voting. First, the target candidates’ rank in opinion polls may determine the
result of strategic voting. Second, inconsistant poll results during a campaign
period may disrupt the decision making process of voters, which lead to fail
strategic voting. Third, the result of strategic voting hinges on whether the
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target candidates are viable substitutes.
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