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Evolved from the hacker community, open source culture promote information
transparency and public license, which allow people to obtain government information
and oversee governance. People can communicate through online community, and
collaborate to engage in politics. Open source culture and community collaboration not
only enhance the autonomy of citizen, but also lowers the threshold for citizens to
participate in public affairs. In view of this, this study chooses gOv for our case study,
uses participatory observation and in-depth interviews to explore how open source
culture community works to promote civic engagement though collaboration of gOv

members.
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Based on Clay Shirky’s theory of group action and elements of deliberation
democracy from Weeks’, this study construct a model of "Sharing-Cooperation-
Collective action” to interpret the implication of citizen participation in open source
community. Through sharing information, cooperation to reach consensus and collective
action to achieve the goal of the project, gOv participants translate public issues into
open data, which is easy to access and understand. That helps to make citizens willing
to pay attention to public affairs.

Compared with online deliberation, this study found that gOv also has diverse
participants and equal chance to let every voice discuss. However, quality of
deliberation in gOv collaboration is not stable. Representation of participant is often not
enough is gOv project. Therefore, it’s hardly to guarantee the outcome of gOv projects is
absolutely politically and practically feasible.

Compared with the traditional citizen participation methods, the requirement of
public license enables all citizens to share collective wisdom, and speed up the process
of overall social improvement. Also, decentralization empowers gOv participants high
degree of autonomy, and make participants contribute with enthusiasm. Collaboration
reduces the cost of civic engagement and expand the scale of participation. However,
there are also bottlenecks in the gOv community's participation model. The durability of
citizen participation is unknown. Many projects doesn’t meet what citizens need,
therefore fail to exert their influence and make society better.

Although citizen participation in open source community is not yet a mature
model, gOv as a pioneer in bringing open-source technology and collaboration
mechanisms to the public domain, has not only awakened citizens' awareness of
political participation, but also urged government to open public data, collaborate with
the people, and set a precedent for initiating the project.

Vi
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