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Relation between Implicit and Explicit Attitude
and Marriage Equality : Religion as the

Moderator

Cheng Yi Tang

Abstract

Until June 2017, there have been 22 counties or part of the country in the world
setting laws to legalized same-sex marriage. In Taiwan, the issue about same-sex
marriage legalization was not taken seriously several years ago but became one of the
most controversial issues recently. Previous studies showed that both implicit and
explicit attitude toward to homosexuality and religions are associated with the
intension to support same-sex marriage legalization. In addition, some of the most
influential organizations against same-sex marriage legalization in Taiwan have strong
religious background. Although the opposite groups do not take their discipline as the
main reason but claim to protect “traditional family value” and “monogamy” against
same-sex marriage, the effect of the religious discipline still have strong influence on
the opposition. Hence, the current studies examined that the religious discipline
moderated the prediction from both implicit and explicit attitude toward
homosexuality on intention to support same-sex marriage, and the mechanism of
those who believes opposite religion could be mediated by the endorsement of
traditional family value. In study 1 (N = 2599), results showed that the religious
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discipline moderated both implicit and explicit attitude toward homosexuality on
intention to support same-sex marriage. Religion discipline banning the same-sex
marriage increased the effect on both implicit and explicit attitude to intention to
support same-sex marriage. Study 2 (N = 192) showed that the moderation effect of
religion on implicit attitude toward homosexuality with promiscuity mating prejudice
to intention to support same-sex marriage. Specifically, religion discipline banning the
same-sex marriage increased the effect on implicit attitude to support same-sex
marriage. Furthermore, the moderated mediation analysis demonstrated that
traditional family value mediated the relationship between implicit attitude and
same-sex marriage for those who endorsed the religion discipline banning same-sex
marriage. The findings shed light on realizing that there are possibly two different
processes between different religion believers. The insight of the result is expected to
build the bridge for both approval groups and opposite groups to communicate with

each other and reduce the tension in Taiwan society.

Key words: Same-sex marriage, implicit attitude, explicit attitude, religion,

traditional family value
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Tl ERALR o RIE S OB RIS FIe R L AR AT gk @
MR B £ 24 FIBMEL 0XAAER AL AAFER - AT 2
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B24%T 0 7 RLR22 4T M A6 A AP I T b e L RING
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B 0.02 0.03 0.59 56
FUHSNERL x ZHESR X
ool ok BT O LA R -0.09 0.08 -1.07 29
# 0.03 0.01 2.01 .05
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