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Abstract

Few political science studies of Matsu, an island of Taiwan, have been undertaken.
Therefore, this study first reviewed the relevant literature to obtain a regional overview
of Matsu and its local political developments. Then, using network theory and political
cronyism as the main theoretical framework, the study applied in-depth interviews,
documentary analysis, and participant observation as research methods. Based on five
main research questions, the study determined the characteristics of the local political

ecology in Matsu after democratization (1992—-2017).

The major findings of this thesis are as follows:
1. The military period of life, resentment of the DPP, geographic factors, and the degree
of communication with China cause people in Matsu to be strongly inclined toward
identifying with the pan-blue camp.
2. In national elections, party identity is comparatively influential. Regarding local
elections, a guanxi-based system that supplemented by interests” is the core of
mobilization and management by the political elite.
3.Comparatively unique modes of mobilization are applied in Matsu, namely
ticket-buying, mobilization of domicile-leaving people, and ticket-exchanging. The
high density and overlap of social networks, the small area of land, and the small
population cause these modes to be feasible and influential.
4. The formation, development, and operation of local political forces in Matsu differ
from those of traditional local factions. The organizational structure favors the
description of political cronyism, and tends to be dominated by one force.
5. Candidates’ performance, focal issues, political opinions, and educational
background are unimportant in elections. Non—pan-blue political parties struggle to
obtain seats in Matsu. However, the increase in numbers of young voters and foreign

populations may result in changes to the political ecology.

Keywords: local political ecology, matsu, democratization, local faction, guanxi,

network theory, political cronyism
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