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Abstract

The existence of the restricted areas of the aboriginals is particular in the
history of Taiwan. They were firstly set up by the Ching dynasty, but
functioned then only as a mark of the limits of the empire. It is not until the
Japanese rule period, after the 5-year aboriginal policy proposed by the
colonial government, that most of these areas were under official control. In
the meantime, in the 1930's, the borders of the restricted areas were
determined, leading to an efficient surveillance over the mountainous regions
of Taiwan. Even after the World War 11 (WWI1), the restricted areas once
determined stayed more or less the same as an administrative unit of the new
government. Throughout the history of Taiwan, from the Ching dynasty to
the Japanese rule period, even to the time after the WWII, we notice, despite
the existence of certain continuity, several changes in the policy of rule over
the restricted areas. Such changes, which reflects the difference of
mentalities behind various powers, did play a role of interference in the
interplay of the ethnic groups in Taiwan.

In what follows, | will try, first of all, to present the historical context and
stages of development of the policy of demarcation between the Han and
aboriginal peoples. Then, I will list the administrative practices that had
prohibited contacts of people from either sides. The control over the
above-mentioned regions, after a short while of relaxation since 1945, was,
however, tightened once again at the outbreak of the 2.28 Incident and the
enacting of the martial laws. With clear intentions of retaining resources of
the territory to the state, the more rigorous surveillance aimed mainly at
restricting people from entering the mountainous regions, and the need of
national security was satisfied at the same time.

As the main body of this paper, | will focus at the different systems of
elementary education, as they were applied to either sides of the demarcation,
showing the disparity, as well as the similarity, between the courses of
"civilization™ promoted by the Japanese colonial government. Besides,
attentions will be placed in the modifications effected in the educational
system after the WWII. I will illustrate how the uneven official receptions of
the Han and the aboriginal peoples had actually made a difference in the
policy of civilization realized in the mountainous regions, which was more
straightforward and, | must say, more impertinent.

I
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As regards to the similarity between the courses of civilization on both sides,
the educational system always made its effort in popularizing the official
language, cultivating in people the sense of civilization and solidifying their
national identities. On the other hand, concerning their disparity, | have
carefully studied three textbooks for the aboriginals during the Japanese rule
period, namely "5 ASEA", "# 5 AT BlsEE A", AR IR A - 25
—_f&", as well as one introduced after the WWII: "ERZEZRA"; and by
comparing with common textbooks used in other regions, | have found in
these materials only sparse mentions of "Taiwan," and nearly no trace of
Taiwanese Han people.

Towards the end, by referring to a journal ("#3% @ /"), as well as other
related newspapers and diaries, | investigate into the communications and
imaginations between the Taiwanese Han people and the aboriginals in the
mountainous regions.  The certain similarity in their courses of civilization
has thus served as the basis of "border crossing™: evidently they have had
experiences alike. Nevertheless, for the period from the 1930's towards the
1960's, as my study will show, it is under the influence of the measures
adopted by the governments, like racial segregation and the purposeful
reinforcement of the racial stereotypes, that the two sides still considered
each other as strangers.

Keywords: Ethnic relationship ~ Aboriginal Boundary
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