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Abstract

This study primarily aims to examine the historical change in the source of
medical usage blood in Taiwan between 1950 and 1989. By reconstructing historical
documents and interviewing, | clarify the establishment and development of Taiwan
blood donation system, and show how it replaced the blood-selling system during
1950s to 1980s. This study focus on the process that several organizations such as
blood-selling group, Blood Donation Association R.0.C., Ministry of Health and
medical professional groups shape the social meaning of blood transfusion, discourse
of donation and the mobilization strategy, then finally set blood donation system as
the only legitimate blood collection regime.

By elaborating the historical changes of the multiple social meanings of blood
bank and human blood transfusion, | argue that Taiwan went through three steps of
blood donation movement. Each steps of movement located in specific social context
and the risk of transfusion; therefore, blood donation became the solution to the risk
and then created the new meaning of transfusion, discourse of donation and the
mobilization strategy. To sum up, the success of blood donation movement in Taiwan
came from the exclusion and substitution of blood selling system. The government
and other organizations have drawn the boundary between normal and deviation,
health and unhygienic through the regulation on blood collection.

This study can contribute to the research of altruism behavior, body
commodification and the blood donation research in developing country. Presenting
the case of blood donation movement in Taiwan, this article not only clarifies the
multiple motives of altruism behavior, but also elaborates the anti- commodification

progress that combines culture, medical knowledge and the meaning of body.

Keywords: blood transfusion, blood donation, blood selling system, altruism behavior,

body commodification.
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