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ABSTRACT

Discovering the “Civilizedness” of Japan in the Qing Dynasty: Focusing on the
Wakokubon kanseki Imported to China in Qian-Jia Period

by
Hsun-yi Chiang

November 2017

ADVISOR(S): Chun-Hung Lin, Ph.D.
DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE
MAJOR : POLITICAL THEORY

DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS

KEY WORD: Wakokubon kanseki, kaoju xue,sorai gaku, Qijin Mongzi kaowen
buyi, Lunyu Yishu, Guwen Xiao Jing Kongzhuan, Lunyuzheng

In the mid-Qing Dynasty, the Wakokubon kanseki(F1ZI[-A;Z%E) imported to China
from Japan had a huge impact on the Qing Confucians. However, there has been little
research done on related topics. This thesis focuses on the earliest Wakokubon kanseki
that were imported to China, i.e. Qijin Mongzi kaowen buyi ( ( E&Z T2 CHiE) ),
Lunyu Yishu ( { £{iizm&E#25T) ), Guwen Xiao Jing Kongzhuan ( {348 FLEG D) ),
and Lunyuzheng ( (EmzEf) ), to explore their impacts on the Qing Confucians and the
development of Confucianism in the Qing dynasty.

The “value of kaoju xue” (E#EE{E{H) and the “hua yi guan” (FEL#H) were
the two approaches that the Qing Confucians adopted to understand the Wakokubon
kanseki. The Qing Confucians highly evaluated the Wakokubon Kanseki because they
shared the same value of kaoju xue(Z%#5£2) with those Japanese Confucians who wrote
these Wakokubon kanseki. Therefore, depending on “culture” rather than “race” to
distinguish between “hua”(Z£) and “yi”(53), the Qing Confucians were more inclusive,
and were more willing to tolerate those ethnicities/countries who accepted Chinese
culture, especially Japan. Through the process of reading the Wakokubon kanseki, the
Qing Confucians finally “discovered” the “civilizedness” of Japan. But people have to
note that, in the context of Chinese Confucianism, whether China recognized others as
being “civilized” was decided by the acceptance of Chinese culture.
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The Qing Confucians, however, also had lots of misconceptions about
Confucianism in Japan. The thesis takes the criticism of Lunyuzheng ( {Z@mzE{z) ) from
jingjushuo ( (4%¥4Jz ) ) as a case study to discuss how the Qing Confucians
misunderstood the Wakokubon kanseki and how they changed their perceptions towards
theses classics.

The import of the Wakokubon kanseki in Qian-Jia Period changed the way the Qing
Confucians perceived Japan. They uncovered the “well-civilizedness” of Japan, and
were surprised by its Confucianism. However, such ideological change challenged the
past “order of hua-yi” (FEZEFEFE ) |, foreshadowing the necessity to adjust Chinese
foreign policy in the near future.
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