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Abstract

During the Ming period, the flourish of “jiyou tu” (tourism paintings), with travel
trend, has been considered one of the most significant developments in the time.
However, a series of painting, Jixing tu (pictorial travel journey), in an innovative
format, has only begun to be explored in these years. Jixing tu, also called Shuicheng
tu (journey by water), commissioned by Wang Shizhen (1526-1590) and were done by
Qian Gu (1508-1572) and Zhang Fu (1546-ca. 1631), recording Wang‘s journey from
Taicang to Beijing. This thesis mainly focuses on this series of painting which is
divided into a three-album set and another version of the first album. In the past, some
scholars have discussed the visual materials adapted by Jixing tu and Wang's purpose,
but the function and style of the painting have never been fully explained. This thesis
gives two perspective to the subject. First, the function of these paintings is not only
to commemorate one's experience but to provide tour materials for future travelers. In
general, rather than determining the representation of the scenery, painters added a
style of traditional maps to the albums, such as the application of high point of view
and the script next to landmarks, to illuminate the tour information about each site.
Secondly, painters obviously made a conscious effort to simplify the brush, yet the
effort has received scant attention, leaving its feature underappreciated. This thesis
suspects that Wang was trying to publish these paintings. This interpretation would be
helpful to understand the brush style, furthermore, explains the relationship between
the print culture and tourism. Given the possibility, it is suggested that Wang Shizhen
plays a crucial role at the experimental stage of woodblock-printed of landscapes.

Keywords: Wang Shizhen, Jixing tu, Shuicheng tu, Qian Gu, tourism,
woodblock-printed of landscapes
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